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Part  3  in  a  scries 

I ppallingly  little  informa- 
tion is  available  on  the 
situation  of  homosexuals  in  Nazi 
Germany.   Many  historians  have 
hinted  darkly  at  the  'unspeakable 
practices'  of  a  Nazi  elite  suppos- 
edly overrun  with  'sexual  per- 
verts', but  this  charge  is  both  un- 
substantiated and  insidious.     Upon 
closer  examination,  it  turns  out  to 
be  no  more  than  the  standard  use 
of  anti-gay  prejudice  to  defame  any 
given  individual  or  group--a  prac- 
tice, incidentally,  of  which  the 
Nazis  were  the  supreme  masters.   The  Nazis  were 
guilty  of  very  real  offenses;  but  their  unspeakable 
practices  were  crimes  against  humankind. 

The  fact  that  homosexuals  were  major  victims  of 
these  crimes  is  mentioned  in  only  a  few  of  the  stan- 
dard histories  of  the  period.    And  those  historians 
who  do  mention  the  facts  seem  reluctant  to  dwell  on 
the  subject  and  turn  quickly  to  the  fate  of  other  mi- 
norities in  Nazi  Germany.    Yet  tens,  perhaps  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  homosexuals  were  interned  in' 
Nazi  concentration  camps.   They  were  consigned  to 
the  lowest  position  in  the  camp  hierarchy,  and, 
subjected  to  abuse  by  both  guards  and  fellow  prison- 
ers, most  of  them  perished. 

Obviously,  gay  people  are  going  to  have  to  write 
their  own  history.   And  there  is  enough  authentic 
documentation  on  the  Nazi  period  to  undertake  a 
first  step  in  this  direction.    One  concentration  camp 
survivor,  the  physician  L.  D.  Claassen  von  Neudegg, 
published  some  of  his  recollections  in  a  German  ho- 
mophile  magazine  in  the  fifties.    Here  are  a  few  ex- 
cerpts from  his  account  of  the  treatment  of  homo- 
sexuals in  the  concentration  camp 
at  Sachsenhausen:  i 


—  fter  roll  call  on  the  eve- 
ning of  June  20,  1942,  an 
order  was  suddenly  given:    'All 
prisoners  with  the  pink  triangle 
will  remain  standing  at  attention!' 
We  stood  on  the  desolate,  broad 
square,  and  from  somewhere  a 
warm  summer  breeze  carried  the 
sweet  fragrance  of  resin  and  wood 
from  the  regions  of  freedom;  but 
we  couldn't  taste  it,  because  our 
throats  were  hot  and  dry  from 
fear.   Then  the  quardhouse  door 
of  the  command  tower  opened,  and 


Jim   Steakley 

an  SS  officer  and  some  of  his 
lackies  strode  toward  us.   Our  de- 
tail commander  barked:    'Three 
hundred  criminal  deviants,  pre- 
sent as  ordered!'    We  were  reg- 
istered, and  then  it  was  revealed 
to  us  that  in  accordance  with  an 
order  from  the  Reichsfuehrung 
SS,  our  category  was  to  be  iso- 
lated in  an  intensified  penalty 
company,  and  we  would  be  trans- 
ferred as  a  unit  to  the  Klinker 
Brickworks  the  next  morning. 
The  Klinker  factory!  We  shudder- 
ed, for  the  human  death  mill  was  more  than  feared. 

Forced  to  drag  along  twenty  corpses,  the  rest  of 
us  encrusted  with  blood,  we  entered  the  Klinker 
works. 

We  had  been  here  for  almost  two   months,  but  it 
seemed  like  endless  years  to  us.    When  we  were 
'transferred'  here,  we  had  numbered  around  300 
men.    Whips  were  used  more  frequently  each  morn  - 
ing,  when  we  were  forced  down  into  the  clay  pits 
under  the  wailing  of  the  camp  sirens.    'Only  50  are 
still  alive,'  whispered  the  man  next  to  me.    'Stay 
in  the  middle--then  you  won't  get  hit  so  much. ' 

[The  escapeesl  had  been  brought  back.    'Homo' 
was  scrawled  scornfully  across  their  clothing  for 
their  last  walk  through  the  camp.   To  increase  their 
thirst,  they  were  forced  to  eat  oversalted  food,  and 
then  they  were  placed  on  the  block  and  whipped. 
Afterwards,  drums  were  hung  around  their  necks, 
which  they  had  to  beat  while  shouting,   'Hurrah, 
we're  back!'   The  three  men  were  hanged. 


Summer,  1944.    One  morning 
there  was  an  eruption  of  restless- 
ness among  the  patients  of  the 
hospital  barracks  where  I  worked. 
Fear  and  uncertainty  had  arisen 
from  rumours  about  new  measures 
on  the  part  of  the  SS  hospital  ad- 
ministration.  At  the  administra- 
tion's order,  the  courier  of  the 
political  division  had  requisition- 
ed certain  medical  records,  and 
now  he  arrived  at  the  camp  for 
delivery.    Fever  charts  shot  up; 
the  sick  were  seized  with  <i  qnaw- 
ing  fear.  -      (cont.  on  ii.  20) 
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Lual  dalliance 


to  our  readers 

Our  price  has  gone  up.  So  has  the  cost  of  dis- 
tribution and  materials,  and  The  Body  Politic 
is  travelling  further  and  acquiring  more  soph- 
isticated equipment  than  ever  before. 
And  that  about  explains  it. 


praise  for  GATE... 

Dear  Body  Politic: 

We  just  got  your  most 
recent  issue.  I  was  in- 
credibly excited  by  -the 
first  page,  "Toronto  Our 
First  Win!"  And  as  I  read 
through  the  editorial  and 
the  following  article  the 
excitement  began  to  sub- 
side into  awe.  It  is  beau- 
tiful what  you  and  "GATE" 
have  done.  Gov't  in  this 
country  seems  so  far  away 
from  such  action.  And  yet 
a  strong  and  growing  gay 
rights  movement  is  at 
least  beginning  to  have  a 
real  effect  among  young 
people  and  alternative 
media.  Keep  up  the  strug- 
gle. 

All  power  to  the  People. 
Rick  De  Golia 
(Radical  Therapy) 
California 
(NOTE:  GATE  was  solely  re- 
sponsible    for  our  Toronto 
win.   The  Editors.) 

...and  for  us 

Dear  Body  Politic: 

Thank  you  for  sending 
me  the  issue  of  your  news- 
paper. It  is  superb.  It 
was  marvellously  full  of 
accounts,  stories  and  news 
pertaining  to  the  gay 
world  and  to  all  mankind. 
New  York  City  could  sure 
use  a  paper  like  The  Body 
Politic  and  so  could  every 
other  big  city  in  the 
world. 

I  especially  liked  the 
writing  styles  and  the 
passionate  but  reasonable 
approach  you  people  are 
taking.  You  will  win  a  lot 
of  readers  and  do  immense 
good.  You  are  reaching  a 
great  many  people  and  your 
paper  Is  exhilarating,  up- 
lifting, positive. 

As  you  doubtless  know. 
New  York  tried  for  an 
anti-discrimination  bill 
and  failed. 

Let's  hope  the  effect 
of  the  passing  of  the  bill 
in  Toronto  will  result  in 
many  more  open  declara- 
tions by  people.  That 
above  all  would  be  cura- 
tive. Your  paper  certain- 
ly goes  a  long  way  In  the 
direction  of  bringing 
about  the  cure. 

Carry    on  the  great 

work.         Best  wishes, 

George  Weinberg 

New  York 

(George  Weinberg  is  the 
author  of  the  widely  read 
Society     and     the     li'-jlt'-.u 

.7.    -    '.:■  .-.4.J.'.  ) 
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letters 


hartt  attack 

Dear  Body  Politic: 

(1)  Boys  In  the  Sand  and 
Bijou  were  both  in 
16  mm. 

(2)  The  sound  track  Robert 
Trow  heard  with  the 
film  at  Rochdale  was 
my  own  invention. 

(3)  We  now  have  16mm  opti- 
cal sound  prints  of 
both  films. 

(4)  Bijou  is  a  talkie  and 
has  an  incredible  Jux- 
taposition of  sound, 
music  and  image.  Could 
you  get  off  on  "Gone 
With  the  Wind"  with 
the  sound  track  wiped 
out? 

(5)  The  picture  quality  on 
the  8mm  prints  is  not 
up  to  that  of  the  16's, 

(6)  The  16mm  prints  of 
both  films  have  at 
least  10  minutes  (more 
in  the  case  of  Bijou) 
than  the  8mm  prints. 

(7)  The  Club  on  Mutual  is 
a  great  place  to  go. 

(8)  The  whole  idea  of 
Bijou  is  the  oft-times 
lifeless  soulless 
presentation  of  sex 
one  encounters  in  a 
bath's  situation.  As 
a  veteran  of  them  all, 
this  is  the  first 
thing  I  noticed  about 
the  film. 

(9)  Send  Robert  back  for 
one  more  view. 

Yours, 

R.  M.  Hartt 

Toronto 

(This  letter  is  a  response 
to  a  review  by  R.  Trow  in 
Issue  10.  R.M.  Hartt  has 
managed  the  film  series  at 
Rochdale  for  the  last  few 
years. ) 

defense  of  Troy 

Dear  Body  Politic: 

Why  are  people  so  upset 
at  Troy  Perry?  Could  it  be 
jealousy?  How  come  we  are 
committed  now  to  saying  it 
is  nobody's  business  what 
other  people  do  for  sex 
but  get  upset  that  some 
people  get  together  to 
worship.  Why  do  people  al- 
ways feel  upset  that 
others  find  pleasure  in 
things  they  are  too  closed 
to  understand  or  accept. 
And  it  bothers  them! 

Liked  the  article  on  the 
liberation  of  the  Postal 
Palace.  Very  well-written 
with  good  human  anecdotes. 
More  like  this.  More! 

Ton  McNraara 
San  Francisco 
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Author  halts    Montreal  production 


has  halted 
of   Mi   play 


.vll. 


vrn  Production! 
al        because      I 


Who's     afraid 

boif '    bv  "*" 

Mont  re- 
theatre 
group  was  presenting  a  ho- 
soinual  intcrpreut Ion  of 

tlu  play. 

In  the  version  of  the 
play  presented  by  the 
group,  Martha  and  George, 
I  saddle-aged  married 
couple,  were  replaced  by 
twx.  lovers.  Many  and 
George.  Some  critics  have 
that  the  dc- 
11  true  live     relationship 

p..rtr.iupd  In  the  play  ls 
■I  umIIv  a  disguised  ho- 
mom-xual  relationship, 

The-  altered  plav  opened 
„n  r;.wenher  27th.  but  be- 
fore  the  second  perform- 

ill  be  given,  Albee 

Informed  the  group  through 
his  agent  that  he  would 
sue  unless  the  play  were 
presented  as  written.  it 
Is  not  clear  whether  Albec 
was  trying  to  escape  the 
lnputatlon  of  homosexuall- 
ty  or  whether  he  found  ob- 
jectionable the  projection 
of  the  destructivenosa  of 


_;  __■_:■_    ..  ■ 

straight  marriage  onto  gay 
relationships. 

Raven  Productions  can- 
celled Its  performance  for 
the  rest  of  that  week  to 
rehearse  a  straight  ver- 
sion of  the  play.  But  the 
group  says  that  it  will 
write  to  Albee  to  defend 
its   original   lnterpreta- 


tloi 


Dl  £tl 
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Senator  attacks 
Waterloo  grant 

Senator  Raymond  P«- 
EMult  (Liberal  /  British 
Columbia)  hao  demanded  to 
know  why  the  govarnaani 
gave  an  Opportunities  for 
int  of  more  than 
$9000  to  Operation  Socra- 
tes last  summer  for  the 
production  and  distribu- 
tion dI  a  booklet  about 
gny   people     and      homosexu- 


"U!..,, 


ju 


in. 


■  r  such  a  youth 
project  being  financed  out 
Of  pub  Hi-  i  ' 
Treasury  Board  President 
Charles  Unity,  who  was  «p- 
pHrlng  before  a  senate 
committee  In  Ottawa. 

I.  let ,   which  has 
been  highly  prelaw 
gay   movement .    has   f  re- 
quenel)  bei 

tacks  made  on  Che  unf  pro- 
gramme  by  politicians  and 

rerreault  Is  also  noted 

for   his   recent   demand 
CBC   be    re- 
iron   criticising 
■ l naent . 
Druty   said    that   he 
How  up   the  sena- 

■...,'.■,  , 


Montreal    hosts 
lesbian  meeting 

Montreal  gay  women  have 
■  one-day  Lesbian 
conference  to  take  place 
In  Montreal  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday,  the  19th  and 
inuaty  at  the  Wo- 
man's  Place,       )?<>i   St    Law- 

A   varlatv     of   nntl   are 
and      gay     woman 
"    Canada      ara    in- 
■ 

be     provl- 

re  will  be    both 

francophone   and  angloemoae 

be  obtained  fro* 
the  Women**  fla 
•*Wl**>   ee  Wadaaada,   al- 


Hamilton    gays 
join    sex  panel 

The  Sexual  Education 
Centre  at  McMuster  Uni- 
versity Is  sponsoring  an 
event  entitled  "Sexuality 
Awareness  Programme:  What 
is  Normal?"  to  be  held 
trom  January  29th  to  31et 
In  the  HcIIaster  University 
Medical  Centre.  The  pro- 
gramme will  run  from  6  pm 
to  11  pm  on  all  three 

The  Hamilton  -  McHaster 
Gay  Liberation  Movement 
will  be  supporting  this 
event  with  seven  volunteer 
members  and  will  be  dis- 
tributing  gay   liberation 


CHAT  president 
elected  to   post 

George  Hlslop,  president 
of  the  Community  Homophtle 
Association  of  Toronto, 
has  been  elected  to  the 
Administrative  Committee 
of  Project  "73  (which  at 
the  turn  of  the  year  will 
become  Project  '74). 

Project  '73  is  a  coali- 
tion of  youth  services 
which  provides  Information 
and  a  variety  of  programme 
and  development  services 
to  various  Metropolitan 
Toronto  organisations 
which  Involve  youth.  Hls- 
lop h.is  been  an  openly  gay 
member  of  the  coalition 
for  three  years  now. 


GATE  moves  against 
censorship  in    schools 


The 
-opolii 


efa 


i  Ke- 


i  school 
administrations  to  allow 
representatives  of  the  gay 
liberation  movement  to 
speak  In  their  schools  has 
precipitated  protests  by 
the  Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality    (GATE). 

The  principals  of 

Vaughan  Road  Collegiate 
:in.l  Sir  Sanford  Fleming 
Secondary  School  In  North 
'York  rejected  requests 
from  students  for  permis- 
sion to  Invite  gays  to 
participate  in  discussions 
of  homosexuality  in  their 
classes.  When  asked  by 
Jearld  Moldenhauer,  chair- 
man of  CATE's  Educational 
Committee,  to  state  the 
reasons  for  their  actions, 
both  alleged  that  their 
respective  boards  of  edu- 
cation have  policies  which 
exclude  gay  speaker 
the  c 


■ols. 


GATE'S  Immediate  re- 
action was  to  picket  both 
schools,  handing  out  leaf- 
lets to  the  students  which 
drew  their  attention  EO 
this  censorship  of  their 
education  and  violation  of 
gays'  freedom  of  speech. 
Holdenhauer  wrote  to  the 
two     boards     of     education 


involved  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther they  had  the  policy 
alleged  by  the  principals 
and,  if  so.  to  get  it  in 
writing. 

The  North  York  Board  of 
Education  replied  tb.it  the 
matter  would  be  taken  up 
at  a  meeting  of  the  prin- 
cipals of  its  schools. 
The  result  of  this  meeting 
was  a  decision  to  leave 
the  acceptance  or  rejec- 
tion of  gay  speakers  in 
the  hands  of  Individual 
principals. 

The  York  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, however,  has  so  far 
refused  to  state  its  poli- 
cy unequivocally.  GATE  Is 
now  pressing  the  Board  on 
the   issue.  Noting      that 

the  discussion  of  homosex- 
uality is  common  in  health 
classes  and  'Han  and  Soci- 
ety' classes  throughout 
Metropolitan  Toronto,  Mol- 
denhauer said:  "It  Is  un- 
acceptable for  the  schools 
to  permit  discussions  of 
the  sexuality  of  gay 
people  In  the  absence  of 
those  most  knowledgeable 
on  the  subject — gays.  We 
arc  determined  to  speak 
for        ourselves        In        the 


Society's  victims  get  community  help 


Donations  received  at  a 
dance  sponsored  by  Anlk,  a 
gay  charitable  foundation, 
have  been  used  to  provide 
Christmas  parcels  for  the 
occupants  of  a  predomin- 
antly gay  ward  in  Toron- 
to's Clarke  Institute  of 
Psychiatry       (CIP).  The 

formal  dance  took  place  at 
the  St  Lawrence  Centre  on 
December    19th. 

According  to  Frank  Lies- 
hout,  president  of  Anlk, 
the  money  collected  bought 
parcels  for  the  22  people 
siding      in   the 


forei 


■rd 


Christmas  day.  The  par- 
cels contained  candies, 
cigarettes,  writing  mater- 
ials, and  other  articles 
in  short  supply  in  the 
ward. 

The  occupants  of  the  fo- 
rensic ward  are  people  who 
have  committed   themselves 


voluntarily  to  the  Insti- 
tute for  observation  after 
attracting  the  attention 
of  civil  authorities  by 
being  charged  with  a  crime 
or   by  behaving   In  an  un- 

bout  said  that  a  substan- 
tial majority  of  these 
arc  gays  who  find  it  dif- 
ficult to  cope  with  life 
In  an  antihomosexual  soci- 
ety. 

Slightly  more  than  sev- 
enty persons  attended  the 
dance  at  which  the  collec- 
tion for  the  parcels  was 
taken.  ,  Although  about  a 
hundred  five-dollar  tick- 
ets had  been  sold  before 
the  event  took  place,  at- 
tendance was  held  down  by 
a  severe  storm  which  oc- 
curred the  evening  of  the 
dance.  Anlk  expects  to 
make   the  Christmas   dance 


Students  hinder 
same-sex  dating 

The   Students'    Co 

1  ;  University  In 
Halifax  has  deprived  stu- 
dents of  the  right  to  take 
members  of  their  own  sex 
as  guests  to  campus  social 
functions.  The  Gay  Alli- 
ance for  Equal  ii 
has   protested     against    the 

The  council  recently  a- 
dopted  a  new  entertainment 
policy  on  the  advice  of 
its  entertainment  commit- 
tee. The  policy  states 
in  part  that  "all  guests 
must  be  signed  In  and  ac- 
companied by  a  St  Mary's 
student      of      the      opposite 

Clyde  Richardson,  a  mem- 
ber of  GAE's  Legal  Ttoforra 
Committee,  In  a  letter  to 
the  St  Mary's  student 
newspaper  suggested  that 
such  'i  statement  constitu- 
te! sfi  "official  policy  of 
discrimination  by  St  Ma- 
ry's against  persons  of 
homosexual   orientation". 

Although  student  council 
president  Mack  Thompson 
said  that  the  policy  was 
"probably  Just  an  over- 
sight", a  derisive  atti- 
tude toward  gays  was  re- 
vealed by  his  added  com- 
ment that  "we'll  let  them 
In  If  they  hold  hands"  and 
by  the  statement  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  entertainment 
committee  that  the  policy 
"should  be  more  open,  but 
the  committee  will  probab- 
ly   laugh". 


lorman   Bolter, 


Attacker  stabs  six  inToronto  bar 

Six  people     were   stabbed  house, 

early  New  Year's  morning 
at   the  Hllkbar,    a   bl-sexu-  the   club, 

al      dance      club      above    the  had   been 

Parkslde  Tavern  on  Yonge 
Street.  Toronto  Police  ar- 
rested William  Paris,  ali- 
as Regan.  23.  at  a  rooming 
house  on  Kaitland  Street, 
after  he  fled  from  the 
club.      He   also  assaulted   a 


aid    that   Par 
irlier      . 


ad 


the  Club  511,  where  he 
been  involved  in  a  fight 
sometime  around  A  a.m.  Be- 
fore entering  the  club,  he 
also  started  a  fight  In 
front    of    the   tavern. 

"From  what  I  understand," 
said  Bolter,  "he  was  a 
apeedfreak."   He   added   that 


Club's 

management 

knew. 

Paris 

was      not      n 

■ 

Parts 

entered  the  second 

floor  1 

ust     before 

closing 

time. 

around      5  a 

a. ,  and 

1— Hill 

tr'.y  began   stabbing 

people 

at   random. 

■ 

said   he 

used   a  double-edg- 

. 

ing   knife. 

i  >      on      January   3 , 

Pari*  was   charged  * 

lth  six 

counts 

■  I     V.H.J1-.1  [.li 

and   six 

counts 

of      .attempted  mur- 

dar.    HI 

■■    been  re- 

■tnaid 

-   dec*. 

Ottawa  plans 
rights  board 


Of   interest     to  Canada's 
gay  community     is     the  re- 
cent  announcement      by  Jus- 
nlccer     Otto     Lang 
that      he   Is      contenplat tng 
the   formation   of   n   federal 
commission   of   human   rljrhla 
■  r.sts. 
Although      VS|tie      "n       the 
specifics      of    the      commis- 
sion,    hr     ■tared     th.it    it 
'    with   "egalltarl- 
■m   right  ■  " 

r.r  Iplw  of  the 
equality  of  mankind.  If 
passed  Into  law.  the  coa- 
mlsalon  would  act  aa  "a 
combination  ombudsman  and 
antidlacrlmlnatlon  trl- 

Oae        complication  in 

drafting  the  necessary  le- 
gislation Is  the  fact  that 
under  the 

provinces  are  responsible 
for  administering  human 
rights.  No  province  has 
-Heated  a  wlli- 
Ingnra*  to  rxtend  to  gara 
the  protection  of  Its  hu- 
B*H    rights   code. 


news 


HUMAN  RIGHTS   CODE  STILL  IGNORES  GAYS    23J£E 

— — — .         verslty  of  British  Columb-  * 


government 
British  Columbia  has  pass- 
ed a  new  human  rights  code 
which  does  not  specifical- 
ly protect  gays. 

Despite  the  efforts  of 
Vancouver's  Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality  (GATE), 
BC  Minister  of  Labour 
William  King,  whose  port- 
folio includes  the  admini- 
stration of  the  code,  said 


>uld  i 


irds  "sexual  orienta- 
tion" because  he  did  not 
wish  to  give  homosexuality 
"legal  sanction".  None- 
theless, he  suggests  that 
the  "reasonable  cause 
section  of  the  new  code 
will  prevent  discrimina- 
tion against  homosexuals, 
in  accordance  with  his 
stated  conviction  that 
"gays  ought  not  to  be  dis- 
criminated against   in  any 

GATE  spokesperson  Mau- 
rice Flood  rejected  King's 
interpretation  of  the 
"reasonable  cause"  clause, 
noting  that  it  was  ■ "pre- 
sumptuous and  purely  the 
private  opinion  of  an  in- 
dividual". 

"If  his  claim  that  he 
opposes  antigay  discrimin- 


ia, 
deplo 


Bob  Cook  of  Vancouver  GATE  at  BC  Legia 


[ion 


gem 


rould  have  supported   in- 


atlon'   In  the  Code" 

Flood. 

A  Human  Rights  Act 


shop  made  up  of  23  commun- 
ity groups.  Including  GATE 
and  Gay  People  of  the  Unt- 


iring the  ommisslon  of 
"sexual  orientation"  from 
the  Code.  Appearing  under 
the  letterhead  of  the  BC 
Civil  Liberties  Associa- 
tion, the  statement  urged 
the  BC  Legislative  Assem- 
bly to  strengthen  the  Code 
so  as  to  fully  and  effec- 
tively protect  all  minori- 
ties. The  bill,  however, 
passed  without  the  incor- 
poration  of   these  recom— 

On  November  8th,  the  day 
following  the  bill's  pas- 
sage, members  of  GATE  pic- 
keted the  Legislature  in 
Victoria.  It  was  in  the 
wake  of  this  demonstration 
that  King  issued  a  state- 
ment claiming  that  gays 
were  protected. 

In  order  to  obtain  pro- 
tection for  gays,  it  ap- 
pears that  individual  cas- 
es of  discrimination  a- 
gainst  gays  would  require 
an  opinion  from  the  BC 
courts  that  homosexuality 
is  not  "reasonable  cause" 
for  discrimination. 

"Certainly  GATE  will 
test  the  Code  In  court", 
said  Flood,  adding  that 
"He  hope...  other  groups 
and  individuals  will  do 
likewise". 


About  twenty  member! 
half  as  many  observers  at- 
tended a  conference  held 
on  November  3rd  by  the  To- 
ronto Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality  (GATE).  The  pur- 
pose of  the  meeting  was  to 


Toronto  Star  Ltd. 
seeks  to  control 
cable    television 

Toronto  Star  Ltd  ,  which 

publishes  the  openly  anti- 
homosexual  Toronto  Star, 
has  applied  to  the  Cana- 
dian Radio-Television  Com- 
mission for  permission  to 
acquire  control  of  Keeble 
Cable  Television,  a  con- 
pan"  serving  twenty  thou- 
sand subscribers  in  Metro- 
politan Toronto  and  neigh- 
bouring liississauga.  The 
CRTC  has  reserved  judge- 
ment on  Che  application. 

application  has  been 

leo  for 

,  inclu- 

i  the  grounds 

has  display- 


id  that  the  Star  has 
atedly  discriminated 
nst  gays,  both  in  Its 
i  coverage   and  the  ad- 


it ioi 
He 


I  that 


The  i 


Province  editor    agrees  with 
gays    on  news    headline 


ntrol  ( 


popula- 


opposed  I 
several  i 


that  the  St. 


tude 

tied 


which  would  be  car- 
into  its  pro- 


posed broadcasting   ent 
prise.   In  a  letter  to 
CKTC,  Ken  Popert,  infoi 
tlon  officer  of  the 
Alliance  Toward  Equall 


West  clubs  meet 

The  second  annual  Wes- 
tern Canada  Gay  Clubs  Con- 
ference was  held  In  Edmon- 
ton on  the  weekend  of  Oct. 
5-8th.  The  event  provided 
an  opportunity  for  Western 
club  members  to  socialize. 


lethod; 


solving  mutual   problems. 

It  was  decided  to  form 
an  Intergroup  directorate 
to  Investigate  the  possi- 
bility of  a  common  policy 
for  the  five  western  soci- 
eties. The  clubs  all  repor- 
ted Improved  relations 
with  local  activist  groups. 

According  to  the  Zodiac 
Friendship  Society  tiews- 
e 1st loos  between 
club  and  the 


"an  enterprise  whii 
plays  as  much  contei 
the  Intelligence  i 
public,  for  the  ri] 
minorities,  and  foi 
don  of  the  press  as 
to  Star  Ltd  is  not 
be  trusted  wit! 
television  servici 
segment  i 
tion." 

In  addition  to  the  Tor- 
onto Star.  Toronto  Star 
Ltd  controls  eleven  subur- 
ban newspapers,  Canadian 
Magazine.  Homemaker  and 
Quest  magazines ,  several 
limited  circulation  maga- 
zines, and  Newsweb  Enter- 
prises, a  printing  company 
which  prints   for  the  Tor- 


Church  opens 
in  Montreal 

About  twenty  people  at- 
tended Montreal's  first 
Metropolitan  Community 

Church  service  on  December 
2nd  at  the  drop-in  centre 
maintained  by  Cay  Montre- 
al. The  bilingual  service 
was  celebrated  by  Reverend 
Robert  Wolfe,  MCC  pastor 
in  Toronto,  who  delivered 
his  sermon  in  both  English 
and  French,  while  the  con- 
gregation sang  and   prayed, 


sponded  to  a  letter  of 
protest  from  the  Gay  Alli- 
ance Toward  Equality 
(GATE).  The  protest  arose 
over  the  paper's  use  of 
a  headline  which  read: 
"Rights  Code  Protects  Ho- 
mos,   Says  Minister".      GATE 


charged      that      the   captioi 
was   prejudicial      and     bi- 


.    editi 


with  the  point  you  made  in 
your  letter  and.  In  fact, 
had  already  made  my  objec- 
tions known  to  the  people 
responsible". 


Ontario  drivers 
must  indicate 
sex  change  data 

The  Ontario  Ministry  of. 

Transportation  and  Commu- 
nications requires  persons 
licenced  to  drive  who  have 
undergone  a  sex-change  op- 
eration to  notify  the  min- 
istry so  that  the  change 
may  be  recorded  on   the 

The  Amei 
cation, 


female,  the  licence  Itself 
would  only  show  the  ne- 
cessary *F'  in  the  box  in- 
dicating sex.  The  renewal 
forms  .  would  necessarily 
indicate  that  a  change 
from  one  sex  to  the  other 
had  occurred.  Hackle  said 
that  the  word  "transexual" 
is  not  involved. 

Mackie  said  that  there 
have  been  five  cases  In 
Ontario  where  such' changes 
were  made. 


prlo 


tie: 


in 


the 


group  ; 


Commit 


:uggle  for  the 

of  gay  people  and 

an  Administrative 

:e   to  oversee  GATE 

GATE'S  recently  adopted 
constitution  provides  for 
special  meetings  of  the 
members,  called  'confer- 
ences', which  are  granted 
the  power  to  determine  the 
policies  within  which  the 
organisation  must  work. 
November's  meeting  was  the 
first  such  conference. 

The  six-hour  conference 
adopted  a  number  of  resol- 
utions, including  deci- 
sions to  continue  working 
in  the  sphere  of  federal 
politics,  to  narrow  its 
participation  in  provinci- 
al politics  to  an  attempt 
to  have  the  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Commission  esta- 
blish a  study  group  to  in- 
vestigate discrimination 
against  gays,  to  enlist 
the  support  of  community 
groups  and  labour  unions 
in  the  latter  effort,  to 
establish  a  presence  on 
the  University  of  Toronto 
campus,  to  start  educa- 
tional work  in  the  city's 
high  schools,  and  to  turn 
some  of  its  attention  to 
the  media,  which  have  been 
maintaining  a  blackout  on 
gay  news . 

Late  in  the  afternoon 
the  election  of  the  new 
Administrative  Committee 
took  place.  Those  elected 
were  Halter  Blumenthal, 
Don  Brant,  Michael  Lynch, 
Ken  Popert,  and  Tom  War- 
ner. The  newly  elected 
committee  will  decide  how 
to  distribute  its  func- 
tions among  its  members  at 
its  first  meeting. 

Among  the  organisations 
represented  at  the  confer- 
ence by  observers  were  the 
Community  Homophlle  Asso- 
ciation of  Toronto,  the 
Lesbian  Collective,  the 
Metropoll tan  Community 
Church,  the  Revolutionary 
Marxist  Group,  the  Unitar- 
ian Universalis!  Gay  Cau- 
cus, and  Windsor  Gay  Uni- 
ty. 


aita 


itlng 


ben 


the 


Uc 


GATE 


two  language! 

MCC  services  are  now  be- 
ing held  at  the  drop-in 
centre  every  Sunday,  al- 
though communion  cannot  be 
administered  In  the  ab- 
sence of  an  ordained  mini- 
ster. Until  a  pastor  can 
be  found  for  the  Montreal 
congregation.  Rev  Wolfe 
will  continue  to  visit  oc- 
casionally to  celebrate 
communion. 


ported  that  licence  renew- 
al forms  requires  that 
transexuals  be  identified 
as  such.  Richard  Hackle, 
manager  of  drivers'  licen- 
ces, said  that  this  is  in- 
accurate. Ministry  policy 
requires  that  any  change 
involving  licencing  infor- 
mation be   reported,   he 

In   this   case,   if   the 
change  were   from  male  to 


Gay  pub  unsafe 

The  Toronto  Sun  has  re- 
ported the  conversion  of 
the  Carriage  House,  a  bar, 
by  quoting  Miguel  de  Cer- 
vantes. The  point  was  to 
warn  heterosexuals  that 
the  once  safe  "straight" 
place  was   now  taken  over 


Journal     editor's     case 
dismissed   without    hearing 


by 


afe 


The  « 


ctele 


aight 


tied  "The  Pub  Spy". 


Jearld  Moldenhauer 


Jearld  Moldenhauer,  a 
member  of  the  Body  Politic 
collective,  was  charged 
with  disturbing  the  peace 
by  Windsor  Police  on  Dec- 
ember 1st. 

The  charge  resulted  from 
a  scuffle  on  Ouellette  Av- 
enue after  Moldenhauer  at- 
tempted to  defend  himself 
against  two  male  assail- 
ants. Earlier  Moldenhauer 
and  Steve  Lough   an  acttv- 


wlth  Gay  Unity  in 
Windsor,  had  been  observed 
exchanging    affectionate 

gestures   In  a  neighbour- 
hood cafe   by  the   two  at- 

Moldenhauer  was  in  Wind- 
sor on  the  first  part  of  a 
cross-country  tour.  He 
also  participated  in  tele- 
vision station  CKLW's  pro- 
gramme "Document".  After 
the  programme  he  and  Lough 
went  to  the  cafe. 


One 


ail. ii 


pleaded  guilty  to  distur- 
bing the  peace.  Molden- 
hauer entered  a  plea  of 
not  guilty  and  had  his 
case  remanded  to  January 
4th,  as  did  J  Malslac,  the 
Instigator  of   the   fight. 

At  his  appearance,  the 
case  against  Moldenhauer 
was  dismissed  by  Judge 
Wheel ton  when       Msislac 

failed  to  appear.  Lough 
was  not   charged. 


111!     i:n[»V   POLITIC 


news 


commentary: 

Scottish  law  reform 


A  committee  of  the  Scottish  Minorities  Group  has 
finalized  its  draft  of  "The  Sexual  Offenses  (Scotland) 
Bill."  It  is  designed  to  eliminate  consensual  homosexual 
acts  from  criminal  proscription;  and  while  "it  can  not 
be  claimed  that  the  Bill's  recommendations  are  revolu- 
tionary," SMG  feels  that  "a  good"  compromise  has  been 

This  final  version  will  not  placate  the  advocates 
of  a  bolder  approach  to  sexual  law  reform.  Overall, the 
Bill  (if  passed)  would  effectively  equalize  the  law's 
treatment  of  homo-  and  hetero-sexual  relationships.  No 
one  will  quibble  with  what  is  no  less  than  good  juris- 
prudence; specifics  instead  will  be  at  quarrel's  centre. 

Springboardlng  from  England's  1967  "Sexual  Offences 
Act"  (both  Northern  Ireland  and  Scotland  were  exempted), 
the  Bill's  most  predictable  provision  is  for  legal  homo- 
sexual acts  between  consenting  adults.  Age  of  consent, 
always  a  touchy  question,  is  generally  set  at  sixteen. 

One  cornerstone  of  debate  is  the  provision  which 
stipulates  a  penalty  of  two  years  and/or  a  stiff  fine  if 
sodomy  is  committed  with  a  person  between  sixteen  and 
eighteen,  the  charge:  "Indecent  assault";  if  under  six- 
teen "sodomy"  la  charged,  bearing  a  penalty  of  five 
years.  The  Bill  does  not  affect  "defectives"  (defined), 
the  military  and  patients  in  a  mental  institute.  The 
Bill  upholds  public  decency  by  outlawing  "persistent 
and  habitual"  soliciting  in  a  public  place,  with  decency 
left  to  a  "contemporary  community  standards   definition. 

While  this  bill  is  fundamentally  superior  to  Cana- 
da's Omnibus  Bill  of  1969,  certain  features  should  be 
critically  examined.  Since  the  right  to  sexual  freedom 
must  be  virtually  absolute,  the  military  must  not  be  ex- 
empt from  the  Bill's  provisions.  A  "community  standards" 
definition  of  public  decency  must  be  further  defined  to 
avoid  geographical  disparities  In  the  interpretation  of 
what  constitutes  acceptable  public  conduct.  The  prin- 
ciple of  toleration  stems  not  from  geography,  but  from 
philosophical  consideration.  Furthermore,  community 
standards  may  vary  from  time  to  time,  forbidding  con- 
duct previously  permitted.  While  indeed  difficult,  the 
concept  of  "public  decency"  needs  a  more  detailed  in- 
terpretation to  mitigate  these  inherent  problems.  Also, 
does  the  Bill's  prohibition  against  male  brothels  pre- 
clude steam  baths  in  Scotland? 

Finally,  the  penalties  found  in  the  Bill  are  too 
severe.  Perhaps  the  ten  year  sentence  for  rape  can  be 
Justified,  but  the  other  penalties  (5  years  for  under 
16  sodomy;  two  years  for  indecent  assault,  for  example) 
are  egregiously  punitive.  Exempting  acts  of  coercion, 
these  penalties,  considering  the  nature  of  the  offences, 
do  not  represent  Justice  in  the  balance.  They  must  be 
reconsidered. 

(Copies  of  the  Bill  are  available  from  the  Scottish 
Minorities  Group,  214  Clyde  Street,  Glasgow,  Scotland.) 


Herb  Spiers 


Toronto's  73 
arrest 
statistics 

The  number  of  arrests 
and  charges  laid  against 
gay  males  in  Toronto  for 
the  post  year  la  down  from 
the   previous   year. 

Figures  released  by 
C*org*  His  lop,  president 
of  CHAT,  whose  organiza- 
tion monitor*  all  court 
cases  Involving  criminal 
charges  against  homoeexif 
.ili.  reveal  that  arrest* 
in  High  Park,  tha  Bloor- 
Yooge  subway  washroom,  and 
Alexander      Park— the   three 


main  trouble  areas  In  the 
city  in  1972— were  consi- 
derably fewer  than  a  year 
ago. 

The  statistics  Involving 
the  number  of  charges  laid 
for  various  offenses  are 
tabulated   according  to     a- 

Charges  stemming  from 
complaints  by  private  In- 
dividuals: 24  cases  of  In- 
decent assault  on  males,  2 
Cm—  of  buggery,  and  2 
cases  of     gross   indecency. 

In     High  Park  there  were 


Vancouver  paper  turns  down  ad 
GATE    protests,  demands  justice 


The   Van; 


SllT] 


dally 
as  refused  to 
print  an  advertisement 
from  a   gay  newspaper. 

Gay  Tide,  BC's  gay  news- 
paper, submitted  the  fol- 
lowing  ad    to   the   Sun: 

Subs,    to  Gay     Tide,      Gay 
Lib.    paper.         6     monthly 
Issues     $1.       Box     6572, 
Station  G,   Van  8. 
L  J   Stone,   assistant   ma- 
nager     of      the      classified 
advertising     department   of 
the   Sun,      returned      the   ad 


ting: 


"As     your  ad' 


iement  is  not  acceptable 
for  publication  in  this 
newspaper,  we  are  retur- 
ning your  remittance,"  No 
further  explanation  was 
offered. 

Attempts  by  GATE,  Van- 
couver (which  sponsors  Cay 
Tide),  to  elicit  from  the 
Sun  the  reasons  why  the 
publication  was  "unaccep- 
table" were  unsuccessful. 
Mr  J  W  Toogood,  director 
of  marketing  and  adverti- 
sing for  the  Sun,  respon- 
ded to  a  registered  letter 
from  GATE  seeking  clarifi- 
cation by  stating  that  he 
had  "nothing  to  add  to  the 
letter  written  to  you  by 
Mr  L  J  Stone...."  Toogood 
also  rebuffed  all  efforts 
to  arrange  a  personal  mee- 
ting between   himself  and 


Two 


\TE  dsnons 


GATE  representatives. 

This  latest  refusal  on 

the  part  of  the  Sun  repre- 
sents one  more  instance  In 
their  generally  anti-gay 
policy.  It  had  previously 
refused  to  accept  an  ad 
from  a  gay  social  group 
("Gay  People  Together"  ) 
which  sought  to  publicize 
its  activities. 

GATE  protested  the  Sun's 
discriminatory  policv  by 
demonstrating  In  front  of 
building 


Further 


;  2nd 


Sundav, 
tion     by  GATE 


(ainst   the   Sun.    According 
;  Ministry   of   Labour, 


front  of  Sun  offioet 


the  new  8C  Human  Rights 
Code  protects  homosexuals 
from  discrimination  unless 
"reasonable        cause  Is 

shown."  (Not  only  has  the 
Sun  not   shown      "reasonable 

even  discuss  the  matter). 
Supposedly,  homosexuality 
Itself  is  not  grounds  for 
"reasonable  cause." 

Copies  of  the  GATE-Sun 
correspondence  have  been 
forwarded  to  both  the  BC 
Civil  Rights  Association, 
and  to  the  director  of  the 
BC   Human  Rights  Code.    GATE 


Toronto  police 
confiscate  films 

Police  in  Toronto  have 
laid  charges  against  Reg 
Hartt,  the  director  of  the 
Rochdale  College  Cinema 
Archives,  after  seizing 
gay  and  straight  sex  films 
in  a  raid  on  his  home  on 
November  16th. 

Among  the  articles  con- 
fiscated were  Wakefield 
Poole's  well  known  gay  sex 
films  Boys  In  the  sand  and 
Bijou.  Hartt  gave  Toron- 
tonians  their  first  oppor- 
tunity to  see  these  two 
movies  when  he  showed  them 
as  part  of  a  Hochdale  cin- 
ema series  last  fall.  Al- 
so seized  was  a  copy  of 
Deep  Throat ,  a  sex  film 
tor  straights. 

Hartt  has  been  charged 
with  possession  of  obscene 
material  for  distribution. 


London  elects  rights   supporter 

quarters      from      the   campu1 

downtown.         This,    however 
would   require   city  counci 


A  supporter  of  gay 
rights  has  been  elected  to 
London's  Board  of  Control. 
Ed  Blake  wsb  elected  to 
the  position  on  December 
3rd   for   a   one-year   term. 

Earlier  he  had  told  a 
meeting  of  the  University 
of  Western  Ontario  Homo- 
phile  Association  that  he 
would  support  them  in 
their  efforts  to  get  a  zo- 
ning permit  for  a  social 
club  in  the  downtown  area. 
He  also  said  he  would  talk 
to  James  liackey,  chairman 
of  the  Ontario  Liquor  Con- 
trol Board,  if  the  group 
had  problems  getting  a  li- 
quor licence  for  their 
dances    if      they   are     moved 

Because  of  the  composi- 
tion of  the  group— only  a- 
bout  301  are  students — 
consideration  has  been  gi- 
ven     to  moving   their   head- 


ition 


would  require  cit< 
approval  because  < 
regulations. 

At  the  1IWOHA  meeting, 
which  lasted  two  hours, 
Blake  admitted ,  however , 
that  changing  city  by-laws 
to  recognise  gay  marriages 
in  order  to  allow  gays  to 
qualify  for  "family  dwell- 
ings" was  a  more  precari- 
ous proposition.  But  he 
felt  that  even  this  would 
change  in  time. 

Stating  that  he  recogni- 
sed that  there  is  a  bit  of 
homosexual  In  everyone, 
Blake  told  the  gays  that 
"you  exist,  you're  here, 
you're   human  "beings"   and 

terms  with  the  fact   that 
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4  cases  of  gross  indecen- 
cy, 6  cases  of  vagrancy 
"E",  6  cases  of  Indecent 
exposure  and  1  case  of  in- 
decent assault  brought  by 
police.  Figures  for  simi- 
lar offenses  in  all  of  To- 
ronto's other  parks  are: 
7,  3,  0,  3,  respectively, 
with  an  additional  charge 
of  councelllng  to  commie 
an  act  of  gross  indecency. 

The  International  Steam 
Bath  on  Spadlna  Road  ac- 
counted for  2  cases  of 
gross  Indecency,  as  a  re- 
sult of  a  police  investi- 
gation dealing  with  an  un- 
related matter. 

Three  charges  of  gross 
indecency  alone  and  20 
of  the  combination  gross 
indecency  and  indecent  act 
resulted  from  police  ar- 
rests in  the  Bloor-Yonge 
subway  washroom.  Behind 
the  St.  Charles  Tavern,  4 
cases  of  gross  Indecency 
and  1  combining  gross  in- 
decency and   indecent  act 


Lastly,  four  charges  of 
gross  indecency  occured 
due  to  sexual  activity  in 
automobiles.  Two  of  the 
cases  involved 
als. 


The 


actual        number   of 


.    doaj 


..fie. 


the 


number  of  people  Involved, 
since  one  charge  may  en- 
tall  two  (or  more)  people. 
For  all  charges,  a  total 
of   13S  persons  were   invol- 

A  breakdown  of  convic- 
tions and  acquitals  is 
not  available  since  many 
cases  are  still  pending. 
However,  the  trend  seems 
to  be      in   the   direction  of 

This  is  in  part  due  to 
the  fact  that  many  defen- 
dants are  taking  charges 
of  gross  Indecency  to  the 
higher  county  cr.urt  rather 
Chan  entering  a  guilty 
plea  to  the  lesser  charge 
of  Indecent  act  at  the 
lower   provincial   court. 

Hlslop,      in   noting      thi 


development,  pointed  out 
chat  the  combination 

charge  (gross  indecency 
and  indecent  act)  is  often 
laid  so  that  an  easy  con- 
viction on  the  summary 
charge  of  indecent  act  can 
be  obtained  by  the  crown 
attorney,  offering  to  drop 
the  indictable  charge  of 
gross  indecency. 

Since  even  the  summary 
conviction  results  In  a 
permanent  criminal  record, 
(expungable  only  aTter  5 
years,  and  then  through 
appeal  to  the  RCMP),  more 
defendants  are  pleading 
guilty  to  gross  indecency 
in  county  court.  Here,  u- 
sually  an  absolute  or  con- 
ditional discharge  Is  ob- 
tained because  the  offense 
is  not  viewed  as  seriously 
as    In    the   lower   court. 

While  an  absolute  or 
conditional  discharge  may 
or  may  not  Involve  a  fine 
and/or  a  probationary  per- 
iod, it  does  not  result  In 
a   criminal    record. 
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Australia  begins  sex  law  reform      (JS  Psychiatry  l"10W  echoing  Dr.  Freud 

_  _     fi.^»    »dnp«riifA    members    had   to    attend  *  1 .     a 


first  teocai 
moves  towards  homosexual 
law  reform  in  Australia 
came  in  October  when  the 
Federal  House  of  Represen- 
tatives voted  60  to  40  in 
favour  of  a  motion  that 
"homosexual  acts  in  pri- 
vate between  consenting  a- 
dults  should  no  longer  be 
illegal".  Following  the 
adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion, the  federal  Attorn- 
ey General  announced  that 
the  government  ordinances 


the 


capital  and  Northern  Ter- 
ritories would  be  amended 
so  as  to  remove  specific 
references  to  homosexuali- 
ty. 

Although  law  reform  can 
be  attacked  as  tokenism — 
certainly  the  English  ex- 
perience suggests  that  po- 


tinue  despite  decriminali- 

certain  symbolic  import- 
ance. The  motion  was  in- 
troduced by  a  former  Lib- 
eral prime  minister,  John 
Corton  and  seconded  by  a 
current   Labour  minister, 


Host 


Cas: 


The  i 
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free,  with 
hour  MPs,  including  the 
prime  minister,  voting  for 
the  motion  than  opposition 
members.    Debate   on  the 


members  had  to  attend 
a  parliamentary  reception 
for  the  Queen.  Already, 
two  states  with  Labour 
governments,  Tasmania  and 
Western  Australia,  have 
Indicated  that  they  will 
follow  the  lead  of  the 
federal  government.  Two 
others,  Victoria  and  South 
Australia,  where  law  re- 
form was  recently  blocked 
by  the  upper  house,  are 
likely  to  follow  suit. 

Although  the  Campaign 
Against  Moral  Persecution, 
Australia's  largest  homo- 
sexual organisation,  has 
lobbied  unsuccessfully  for 
a  governmental  Inquiry  in- 
to the  position  of  homo- 
sexuals in  Australia,  sev- 
eral ministers  of  the  pre- 
sent government  have  shown 
themselves  very  sympathet- 
ic to  gay  demands.  A  com*- 
mittee  established  by  the 
Minister  for  Labour,  Mr 
Cameron,  to  investigate 
job  discrimination  has 
been  instructed  to  include 
discrimination  against  ho- 
mosexuals. Furthermore, 
the  Minister  for  Social 
Security,  Mr  Hayden,  has 
ruled  that  homosexuals  who 
are  receiving  unemployment 
benefits  have  the  right  to 
refuse  jobs  where  they 
would  be  harrassed  for  he- 
ing  gay. 


Church  group  wins  f  ilmstrip  award 


the  traditional  books,  or 
to  the  mass  media,  but  to 
gay  women  and  men  through- 
out the  United  States. 
They  spent  three  years  in- 
terviewing and  photograph- 
ing gay  people  from  all 
walks  of  life,  with 
.spokesmen  active  in  the 
gay  liberation  movement 
and  with  those  who  have 
chosen  not  to  be  active, 
with  those  openly  living  a 
gay  life  style  and  those 
who  must  constantly  pre- 
tend to  be  heterosexual. 
Through  the  shared  life 
experiences  of  these  indi- 
viduals, the  programme 
presents  a  picture  of  one 
the  largest  minority 
groups  in  the  United 
States. 

Further  information  a- 
bout  the  programme  may  be 
obtained  from  Hugo  J  Hoi- 
lerorth,  Director  of  Cur- 
riculum Development  for 
the  UUA,  at  UUA,  25  Beacon 
street,  Boston,  Massachus- 
seta,  USA  02108. 


The  invisible  minority: 
the  homosexuals  In  our  so- 
ciety, a  three-part  film- 
strip-  re  cord  programme  pu- 
blished by  the  Unitarian- 
Unlversallst  Association 
of  Boston  received  the 
'first-place  award  for  the 
best  f ilmstrlp-record  edu- 
cational programme  pub- 
lished In  1973  in  competi- 
tion sponsored  by  the  Ame- 
rican National  Council  of 
Family  Relations.  The  a- 
ward  was  announced  from  a- 
mong  24  entries  submitted 
by  major  publishers  across 
North  America  at  the  Annu- 
al Meeting  of  the  National 
Council  In  Toronto  from 
the  16th  to  the  20th  of 
October. 

The  authors  and  publish- 
er of  the  programme,  seek- 
ing to  develop  an  educa- 
tional resource  to  help 
young  people  and  adults 
obtain  accurate  informa- 
tion about  homosexuality, 
and  clarify  their  atti- 
tudes toward  it,  turned 
not   to  the  psychiatrists. 


Academic  Union:    first  meeting 

Canadian  gay  academics 
were  missing  from  the  more 
than  300  persons  who  at- 
tended the  first  GAU  Con- 
ference In  New  York  City 
November  23-24.  The  confe- 
rence was  chaired  by  Rich- 
ard Gustafson  (Prof,  of 
Russian   at   Columbia). 

Hartin  Duberman  (Distin- 
guished Service  Prof,  of 
History  at  CUNY)  delivered 
the  keynote  address,  ter- 
ming the  conference  a  "bar 
mltivah"      for     homosexuals 


ring 
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Elizabeth  McFee  (Prof, 
of  History  of  Science, 
SUHY)  and  John  McNeill 
(Prof,  of  Moral  Theology, 
Woodstock  College)  showed 


homophobia  at  work  in  his- 
torical and  biblical  scho- 
larship. Wilson  C.  McWil- 
liams  (Prof,  of  Political 
Science  (Rutgers)  was 
highly  critical  of  the  so- 
cial sciences,  especially 
the  prevalent  confusion 
between  norm  (average)  and 
normal  (a  moral  concept). 
Edgar  Z.  Friedenberg  (Dal- 
housie)  also  spoke. 

Workshops  on  gay  schol- 
arship and  a  women's  cau- 
cus met.  Issues  raised  by 
the  women  were  never  fully 
discussed  in  Joint  meet- 
ings— all  of  their  propo- 
sals were  passed  by  accla- 
mation. The  GAU  unanimous- 
ly supported  hiring  and 
promotion  of  women  and  the 


The  American  Psychiat- 
ric Association  has  drop- 
ped "homosexuality"  from 
its  classification  of  men- 
tal disorders.  Its  board 
of  trustees  stopped  short 
of  implementing  a  recom- 
mendation from  its  Task 
Force  on  .  Nomenclature 
which  urged  that  homosex- 
uality be  considered  "a 
normal  variant  of  human 
sexuality".  A  new  category 
was  struck  which  applies 
only  to  homosexuals  who 
have  a  "sexual  orientation 
disturbance." 

The  trustees  also 
called  for  the  elimination 
of  all  state  sodomy  laws 
which  affect  more  than 
twenty  million  gays  in  the 
United  States.  They  fur- 
ther adopted  a  resolution 
deploring  discrimination 
against  gays  in  areas  such 
as  housing,  employment  and 
licensing. 

American  gay.  activists 
praised  the  APA's  action 
as  heralding  perhaps  the 
most  significant  victory 
of  the  U.S.  gay  movement 
to  date.  The  psychiatrists 
admitted  that  the  reversal 
of  their  one  hundred  year 
old  policy  towards  homo- 
sexuality resulted  from 
the  pressure  brought  by 
gays.  The  vote  was  15  to 
0,  with  two  abstentions. 

The  APA's  president  in- 
terpreted the  organiza- 
tion's action  to  mean  that 
homosexuality  was  to  be 
viewed  neither  as  normal 
nor  abnormal ,  since 
neither  are  scientific  de- 
finitions. The  new  categ- 
ory, "sexual  orientation 
disturbance".  Is  intended 
"for  individuals  whose 
sexual  interests  are  dir- 
ected primarily  towards 
people  of  the  same  sex  and 
who  are  either  disturbed 
by,  in  conflict  with,  or 
wish  to  change  their  sex- 
ual orientation." 

in  Canada 

Dr.  Rhodes  Chalke, 
president  of  the  Canadian 
Psychiatric  Association, 
said  that  the  APA's  posi- 
tion would  have  no  effect 
on  the  CPA.  The  CPA  does 
not  have  its  own  classif- 
ication system.  It  sub- 
scribes to  the  Interna- 
tional Classification  of 
Diseases  of  the  World 
Health  Organization,  which 
classifies  homosexuality 
under  section  302  ("Sexu- 
al Deviation")  of  chapter 
five,  entitled  "Mental 
Disorders."  The  CPA  does 
not  follow  the  nomenclat- 
ure of  the  APA,  as  was  re- 


"Homosexuality.  ..is  nothing  to  be  ashamed  of,  no 
vice,  no  degradation,  it  cannot  be  classified  as  an 
illness."  — Sigmund  Freud,  1935 


ported  by  a  U.S.  based  gay 
organization's  press  re- 
port. Chalke  thought  the 
APA's  change  was  "a  crazy 
jiggle'' 
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significance,  he  thought, 
was  social.  "There's  a  Lot 
of  areas  in  psychiatry 
that  don't  deal  with  real 
diseases;  they  deal  with 
social  deviation.  It's  a 
social  decision  falling 
into  medicine,"   he   said. 

The  CPA  has  no  position 
on  homosexuality.  The  de- 
cision is  left  to  each  in- 
dividual psychiatrist. 
"Personally,"  said  Chalke, 
"I  don't  consider  it  a 
disease,"  He  noted  that  o- 
pinion  varies  among  psy- 
chiatrists in  Canada  as  to 
how  homosexuality  should 
be   understood. 

While  he  welcomed  the 
APA's  call  for  an  end  to 
discrimination,  the  pres- 
ident indicated  that  he 
did  not  know  how  much  dis- 
crimination existed  a- 
gainst  gays  in  Canada.  It 
was  less  he  thought  than 
in      the  U.S.      He  proffered 


the 


thai 


far 


Canadian  society 
as  concerned,  homosex- 
ality  has  never  been  con- 
idered  a  disease. 


However,  there  seems  to 
be  a  discrepancy  between 
Dr.  Chalke's  opinions  and 
the  actual  text  of  the  In- 
ternational Classif- 
ication. He  reads  it  to 
mean  that  homosexuality 
is  placed  in  a  category  of 
"other  things,"  whereas 
clearly  the  texts  place  it 
under  "mental  disorders". 
Insofar,  then,  as  the  CPA 
adheres  to  the  Interna- 
tional Classification,  it 
receives  homosexuality  as 
a  "mental  disorder".  It 
takes  about  twenty  years 
to  amend  the  International 
Classification  of  Diseases 
because  all  the  world  sig- 
natories must  be  notified 
of  proposed  changes,  and 
have  a  light  to  present 
their  opinion. 

Last  year  the  American 
Psychological  Association 
removed  homosexuality  from 
the  category  of  "abnormal 
psychology."  The  Canadian 
Psychological  Association 
has  no  official  position 
on  homosexuality  said  Dr. 
Charles  R.  Meyers,  its  ex- 
ecutive officer.  He  indic- 
ated that  he  would  forward 
any  written  request  for  an 
official  position  on  homo- 
sexuality to  the  associa- 
tion's board  of  directors. 
This  paper  has  issued  such 
a  request. 


expansion  of  women's  stud- 
ies courses.  A  proposal 
asking  feminist  groups  to 
pass  resolutions  support- 
ing gay  studies  courses 
was  shouted  down:  "But 
we're   feminists!" 

It  was  also  decided  to 
send  a  letter  to  the  edi- 
tors of  Time  criticizing 
their  presentation  of  re- 
search  on    'effeminate' 

The  second  day  of  the 
conference  was   devoted  to 


German  law  changed  a  second  time 
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Participants  generally 
agreed  that  a  library  and 
archive  housing  gay  liber- 
ation materials   should  be 


The  age  of 
homosexual  acts  was  re- 
duced from  21  to  18  by  the 
West  German  Bundestag  in 
November. 

The  action  received  mix- 
ed reviews  from  German  gay 
groups,  who  point  out  that 
at  16,  the  age  of  consent 
for  heterosexuals  is  even 
lower.  Several  groups  are 
planning  protest  actions. 

This  is  the  second  time 
within  four  years  that  the 
Social  Democratic  govern- 
ment has  liberalized  re- 
strictions on  homosexual- 
ity. In  1969,  homosexual- 
ity  between  consenting  a- 


dults  was  legalized.  But 
at  the  time  the  opposition 
Christian  Democrats  insis- 
ted upon  placing  the  age 
of  consent  at  21  in  order 
to  prevent  homosexuality 
in  the  armed  forces. 

The  reduction  of  the  age 
of  consent  for  homosexual 
acts  was  one  part  of  a 
broad  reform  of  the  West 
German  penal  code  on  sexu- 
al matters.  An  antiquated 
law  which  penalized  par- 
ents for  the  sexual  acti- 
vities of  their  (minor) 
children  was  abolished.  In 
addition,  pornography  will 
he  legal  starting  in  197S. 
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Tchaikovsky,  John  Warrack,  Hamish 
Hamilton,  1973,  287  pages,  $19.95. 


The  popularization  of  a  few  of 
Peter  Tchaikovsky's  sensationalist 
pieces  like  the  1812  Overture   and 
the  Nutcracker  Suite   has  bred  con- 
descension into  certain  students 
of  the  classical  repertoire  and  led 
to  their  neglect  of  many  of  his  more 
serious  compositions.  Similarly,  al- 
though Tchaikovsky  was  a  "practising 
homosexual",  his  sexuality  has  gene- 
rally been  denied.  Realizing  the  im- 
portance of  homosexuality  to  an  un- 
derstanding of  Tchaikovsky's  very 
personal  musical  idiom,  I  found 
Warrack' s  book  a  necessary  anti- 
dote to  the  popular  and  tradi- 
tional view.  The  biography  presents 
an  honest,  if  incomplete  picture  of 
Tchaikovsky's  personal  life  and  a 
substantive,  if  critical,  view  of 
his  artistic  development. 

Most  of  Warrack's  description 
of  Tchaikovsky's  interpersonal  life 
is  based  on  his  diaries  and  his  let- 
ters to  Nadezhda  von  Meek,  the  wi- 
dowed aristocrat  who  provided  fi- 
nancial support  during  his  middle 
period.  Warrack  elaborates  on  Tchai- 
kovsky's strange  relationship  with 
the  Countess  von  Meek  (which  never 
advanced  much  beyond  an  intense  and 
long-term  pen-pal  stage)  and  the  di- 
sastrous marriage  to  Antonina  Mil- 
yukova,  but  he  fails  to  provide  much 
insight  into  the  male  relationships. 
Tchaikovsky's  friendships  with  his 
gay  brother  Modest,  his  "beloved  ne- 
phew" Bob  Davidov,  and  musical  fi- 
gures such  as  Nikolay  Rubinstein  are 
discussed  in  a  straight  and  formal 
manner,  leaving  one  with  a  rather 
superficial  understanding  of  these 
very  close  relationships.  And  pas- 
sing remarks  on  homosexual  affairs 
can  only  lead  one  to  conclude  that 
there  must  be  more  information  about 
these  attachments  which  the  author 
chose  not  to  discuss.  The  sparcity  of 
gay  content  must  not  only  be  attri- 


buted to  the  author's  "discretion" 
in  tltese  matters,  but  also  to  the 
fact  that  many  of  Tchaikovsky's  per- 
sonal writings  were  intentionally 
destroyed  after  his  death. 

Acknowledging  the  significance  of 
Tchaikovsky's  sexual  orientation, 
Warrack  states  "It  is  the  central 
emotional  fact  of  his  life,  and  hence 
was  to  be  a  powerful  formative  influ- 
ence on  his  art,  and  the  particular 
expression  it  took."  Unfortunately, 
the  author  lacks  a  definite  understan- 
ding of  both  homosexuality  and  gay 
oppression,  and  he  ultimately  fails 
to  appreciate  Tchaikovsky's  struggle 
as  a  gay  person  living  in  19th  cen- 
tury Russia.  Nevertheless,  he  inter- 
prets the  composer's  death  as  the 
result  of  his  victimization  as  a  gay 
person.  "He  ate  nothing  at  lunch, 
having  arrived  at  a  restaurant  in 
a  state  of  upset  caused  by  an  un- 
fortunate encounter  with  a  woman 
who  had  been  blackmailing  him  over 
his  relationship  with  her  son  and 
now  waylaid  him  with  abuse.  To  his 
friend's  alarm,  in  view  of  the  cur- 
rent cholera  scare,  he  seized  and  in- 
sisted on  drinking  a  glass  of  unboil- 
ed water."  Four  days  later  Tchaikov- 
sky was  dead. 

In  the  area  of  musical  analysis, 
the  most  illuminating  discussions  are 
concerned  with  Tchaikovsky's  relent- 
less efforts  to  succeed  as  a  composer 
of  opera  and  with  the  development  of 
his  last  three  symphonies.  Of  the  11 
operas  he  composed,  only  two  have  in- 
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ttes  of  the  law  school,   1859.   Tchaikovsky  is  in  front  of  the  man  with 
the  bow  tie.   The  eehool  was  "at  that  tine  well-known  for  the  homosexual 
ndeneiet  among  its  atudente. " 


spired  the  sustained  interest  neces- 
sary for  them  to  remain  within  the 
contemporary  repertoire.  In  part, 
his  limited  success  was  due  to  his 
personal  theoretical  allegiance  to 
French  operatic  style,  and  to  his  re- 
jection of  Wagnerian  principles  and 
the  trends  reflected  in  the  works  of 
his  Russian  contemporaries.  The  po- 
tential of  his  creative  powers  in 
the  operatic  field  was  hampered  by 
his  all  too  frequent  choice  of  poor 
libretto  material. 

I  found  that  the  discussions  of 
Symphonies  4,  5,  and  6  contributed 
the  most  toward  my  re-evalution  of 
Tchaikovsky's  music.  All  three  spec- 
ifically relate  Tchaikovsky's  gayness 
to  his  personal  philosophical  strug- 
gle and  vision  expressed  through  mu- 
sic. Luckily  for  the  reader,  these 
analyses  rest  upon  quotations  from 
Tchaikovsky's  own  writings.  Despite 
his  concession  of  its  importance  as 
the  inspirational  well-spring  of  his 
music,  the  author  is  bent  on  seeing 
the  least  positive  value  in  Tchai- 
kovsky's homosexuality,  which  he  in- 
fers is  the  cause  of  the  composer's 
unhappiness. 

The  important  question  is 
whether  Tchaikovsky  was  able  to  dis- 
tinguish between  the  existential 
problems  arising  from  human  inflicted 
oppression  and  the  more  general  phi- 
losophical tensions  arising  from  the 
struggle  between  the  life  and  death 
instincts.  As  someone  outside  the  con- 
ventional social  frame,  Tchaikovsky's 
sensitivity  to  this  struggle  was  in- 
tensified. He  could  not  share  In  the 
opiate  semblance  of  security  which  is 
part  and  parcel  of  both  heterosexual 
marriage  and  the  non-creative  rote 
labours  of  the  majority. 

Did  Tchaikovsky  himself  under- 
stand his  oppression  on  a  political 
level?  To  answer  this,  we  need  more 
information  about  his  gay  relation- 
ships, especially  personal  reflec- 
tions included  in  his  diaries.   From 
his  symphonies,  with  their  alternate 
moods  of  pessimism  and  romantic  ela- 
tion, and  from  his  own  analytic  re- 
flections emerges  a  distinct  affirm- 
ative vision  of  homosexual  love,  but 
concomitantly  there  comes  a  sense  of 
tragedy  in  reaction  to  his  own  un- 
fulfilled longings  and  to  the  In- 
escapable mortal  nature  of  man. 

Warrack's  commentary  on  the  last 
symphonies  has  unfortunately  taken  us 
full  rudder.  From  the  days  of  total 
negation  of  Tchaikovsky's  gayness,  we 
now  come  to  an  interpretation  which 
solely  reflects  his  struggle  with  his 
homosexuality.  Could  it  be  that  Tchai- 
kovsky foresaw  this  fate  and  decided 
against  providing  a  programme  for  his 
final  symphony,  hoping  to  preserve 
the  universal  meaning  of  the  work? 

Jearld  Moldenhauer 


IN  ALL   UNIMPORTANT  MATTERS,  STYLE, 
NOT  SINCERITY,  IS  THE  ESSENTIAL.  ID 
ALL   IMPORTANT  MATTERS,   STYLE,  NOT 
SINCERITY,  IS  THE  ESSENTIAL. 
-Oscar  Wilde 
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Wittgenstein,  William  W.  Bartley, 

J.B.  Lippincott,  1973,  192  pages, 

$7.95. 

Wittgenstein's  Vienna,  Allan  Janik 

and  Stephen  Toulmin,  Simon  and 

Schuster,  1973,  314  pages,  $10.00. 

It  does  not  matter  whether 
Wittgenstein  was  gay  or  not.   If 
Wittgenstein  said  anything  true,  it 
is  true  regardless  of  his  sexual 
orientation.   If  false,  false.   His 
being  gay  did  not  prevent  him  from 
being  the  leading  philosopher  of 
his  generation,  and  while  that  may 
reassure,  it  also  did  not  make  him 
great,  and  that  should  instruct. 
Yet  one  finds  the  question  irresis- 
tible. Was  he  or  wasn't  he  gay? 
He  was,  and  readers  who  need  that 
answer  to  that  question  will  find  the 
evidence  in  William  W.  Hartley's 
Wittgenstein. 

Philosophers  too  are  fascinated 
by  the  private  lives  of  their  fore- 
bears.  The  fond  hope  lingers  that 
this  one  may  just  possibly  have  known 
how  to  live.   The  thought  that  one 
might  learn  how  to  live  by  studying 
the  lives  of  the  dead  is  familiar  to 
anyone  who  reads  biography,  and  it  is 
no  stranger  to  gays.  What  this  bio- 
graphy reveals,  however,  is  that 
Wittgenstein  entirely  botched  the  job. 

There  will  be  no  decisive  in- 
terpretation of  Wittgenstein's  phil- 
osophy.  But  there  is  no  scarcity  of 
books  purporting  to  make  the  first 
steps  toward  the  final  interpretation. 
One  of  the  most  recent  is  Wittgen- 
stein's  yienna  by  Allan  Janik  and 
Stephen  Toulmin.  This  book  offers  a 
survey  of  the  intellectual  and  cul- 
tural milieu,  inhabited  by  von  Hof- 
mannsthal,  Schonberg,  Musil,  Hauthner, 
Freud,  Mach  and  others,  in  which 
Wittgenstein  developed  his  views  on 
the  nets  of  language  and  the  autonomy 
of  values.  But  it  does  not  mention 
that  Wittgenstein  happened  to  be  gay 
And  the  lack  we  feel  in  the  absence 
oi  this  information  may  give  us  a 
clue  to  the  value  that' there  reallv 
is  in  Bartley's  book.   For,  in  an  im- 
portant sense,  the  philosophy  is  in- 
separable from  the  man  after  all. 
For  all  we  can  know  of  Wittgenstein 
is  what  he  thought  and  what  he  felt 
what  he  did  and  what  he  thought  he  ' 
ought  to  do.  Of  course,  much  of  his 
philosophy  is  in  the  Tractatus.  the 
Investigations,  and  the  writings 
still  to  be  published.   But  much  is 
in  what  he  himself  called  the  un- 
written half  of  the  Tractatus,  and 
much  indeed  is  found  in  the  Tilence 

of  rh^\hV°UnSeUed  US  ""thT^d 
of  that  book.   But  much  too  is  found 

tad  th«c-ioVnd  inaction  of  the  man- 

And  that  is  what  disturbs  one  most. 
Bartley  sums  it  up:  'His  life  was 
lived  in  a  kind  of  mourning,  as  it 
were,  that  he  could  not  escape  from 

ELS1"1!:   For  there  recurred 
throughout  his  Ufe  episodes  which 

he  regarded  as  relapses,  during 

which  he  would  plunge  into  fleeting 

relationships  with  anonymous  youths 


encountered  in  the  dark  and  never 
met  again'  (pp.  50-51). 

Gatsby  believed  in  the  green 
light,  Fitzgerald  says,  the  orgiastic 
future  that  year  by  year  recedes  be- 
fore us.   'It  eluded  us  then,  but 
that's  no  matter  -  tomorrow  we  will 


Vaguely   admirable 


Homosexuality  and  Psychological 
Functioning,  Hark  Freedman,  Brooks/ 
Cole,  1971,  124  pages,  $3.50. 


The  conception  of  Mark  Freed- 
man's  book,  a  defense  of  homosex- 
uality in  terms  of  psychological  ad- 
justment, is  vaguely  admirable,  but 
the  author's  negative  attitude  to- 
ward many  aspects  of  homosexuality 
biases  his  scholarship.  Consequent- 
ly, value  statements  of  dubious  mo- 
rality pose  as  facts.  For  example, 
following  each  clinical  description 
of  male  sex  acts  are  negative  eval- 
uations full  of  words  like  "unsatis- 
factory", "physical  strain",  "de- 
personalizing", or  "the  thought  of 
this  practice  is  aversive"  (pp.  19- 
20).   Although  these  statements  are 
sometimes  tempered  by  disclaimers 
(e.g.,  "for  many  homosexuals"),  their 
unbalanced  presentation  reflects  the 
author's  morality,  not  psychological 
or  medical  facts.   (Freedman  never 
mentions,  for  instance,  that  the  anus 
is  richly  endowed  with  nerve  endings 


run  faster,  stretch  out  our  arms  far-  and  that  the  location  of  the  prostate 

ther And  one  fine  morning  -  So  we  eUnd  is  such  that  ic  is  also  pleas- 

beat  on,  boats  against  the  current,  "rably  stimulated  during  anal  inter- 
borne  back  ceaselessly  into  the  past'.  course-) 

The  green  light  is  extinguished  dur-       Freedman  seems  to  praise  closet- 
ing Wittgenstein's  encounters  in  the  ry  while  disParaging  many  gay  people 
dark  and  his  sequestrations  on  the  and  asPects  of  the  gay  scene. 


Irish  Coast,  in  Austrian  country 
schoolhouses,  and  in  Norwegian  woods. 
Despite  his  indisputable  genius,  re- 
gardless of  his  defense  -  for  us  - 
against  the  bewitchment  of  our  in- 
telligence by  means  of  language, 
Wittgenstein  failed  to  tell  or  show 
us  how  to  live.  There  is  a  chance 
that  his  works,  published  and  unpub- 
lished, contain  the  germ  of  moral 
growth  -  but  so  far  we  have  only  his 
example,  another  gay  ashamed  of  being 
gay,  providing  only  inhibitive  re- 
assurance to  those  who  see  him  as  a 
kindred  spirit  and  only  negative  in- 
spiration to  those  who  condemn  his 
flights  to  coastal  closets. 

Perhaps  he  did  succeed  in  diag- 
nosing the  linguistic  pathology  of  ' 
his  time  while  failing  to  effect  or 
even  to  take  the  cure,  and  one  ought 
to  read  these  books  in  order  to  see 
why  he  failed  in  a  society  like  our 
own,  permeated  with  false  conscious- 
ness and  gilded  with  lead.   It  is 
Wittgenstein's  secrecy  and  pretense 
that  appalls.   What  appeals  is  his 
high  seriousness.   And  it  is  this 
that  gives  us  a  reason  for  thinking 
we  can  learn  from  his  mistakes  and 
perhaps  from  things  he  said  that  are 
true  and  methods  he  used  that  are 
sound.   Like  maps  drawn  from  memory 
the  guides  to  Wittgenstein  will  con- 
tinue to  perplex  and  delay,  but  one 
can  be  pardoned  the  hope  that  liber- 
ation may  be  found  not  far  off  the 
path  that  Wittgenstein  described  in 
his  exasperating  way. 


John  J.  Shafer,  Jr. 


says,  for  example,  that  "cruising  is 
a  commonplace  and  relatively  harmless 
homosexual  activity  (it  is  unobtru- 
sive to  most  people)"  (p.  22).   But 
cruising  in  tearooms — certainly  the 
most  common  place— is  put  down:  "For 
most  homosexually  oriented  men,  pub- 
lic toilets  as  pick  up  places  are 
aversive"  (p.  22).   He  is  critical 
of  promiscuity  ("self-destructive") 
and  'queens.'   The  "generally  posi- 
tive conclusions"  of  one  study,  he 
decides,  arise  from  the  fact  that 
the  sample  included  "only  about 
twenty  percent  'obvious  pansy'"  (p. 
57).   Somehow  Freedman  seems  to  dwell 
on  the  negative,  as  when  he  quotes 
more  than  half  a  page  from  Irving 
Bieber  without  devoting  significant 
space  to  a  criticism  of  that  psycho- 
analyst's highly  controversial  views 
on  the  etiology  and  'treatment'  of 
homosexuality.   (In  fact,  Freedman 
later  employs  Bieber's  concept  of  a 
"capacity"  for  homosexuality.)   Fur- 
thermore, he  damns  the  positive  with 
faint  praise  ("all  the  advantages 
associated  with  homosexuality  do  not 
necessarily  outweigh  the  problems., 
[p.  52J),  while  he  is  very  de- 
fensive about  even  minor  criticisms 
of  heterosexual,  monogamous  relation- 
ships . 

The  book  is  a  defense  of  "clo- 
set queens",  who  Freedman  feels  often 
adopt  a  pragmatic  outlook  on  life  and 
have  the  best  chance  of  becoming 
"self-actualized"— his  highest  cate- 
gory of  adjustment.   Save  us  from  the 
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horrors  of  "The  Homosexual"  as  por- 
trayed in  Freedman's  "PR  vs.  What's 
Going  On"  (Advocate  #126)  and  "The 
Politics  of  Piss  Elegance"  (The  Body 
Politic  W!   "The  self-actualized 
person  may  generally  dress  like 
other  people... but  he  has  his  own  in- 
dividual attitude  and  style  with  re- 
gard to  more  significant  matters, 
such  as  sexuality  or  drinking  or 
smoking  marijuana,  which  he  doesn't 
flaunt....   He  disguises  his  sexual 
identity  on  the  job,  wearing  the  mask 
of  heterosexuality. . .is  not  outwardly 
identifiable. .has  the  greatest  chance 
of  attaining  a  self-actualizing  level 
of  functioning"  (pp.  96,  100). 

Freedman  explicitly  accepts  a 
behavioural  definition  of  homosexual- 
ity, from  the  same  people  who  gave  us 
aversion  therapy.   This  he  is  justi- 
fiably critical  of.   Yet,  this  defi- 
nition is  contradicted  by  cases  which 
he  himself  reports,  involving  people 
who  were  homosexually  oriented  before 
they  ever  had  sex;  furthermore,  the 
definition  does  not  adequately  dis- 
criminate among  the  37*  of  males 
which  Kinsey  reported  had  some  homo- 
sexual experience .   Freedman  then 
uses  a  social  learning  approach  to 
explain  homosexuality  because  it  is 
so  positive,  dealing  only  with  the 
learned  attraction  to  members  of  the 
same  sex.   Freedman  never  specifies 
much  about  the  how  of  this  learning. 
Moreover,  his  case  studies  contradict 
his  theoretical  framework  since  he 
interprets  them  in  a  variety  of  ways, 
ranging  from  the  instinctually  "ac- 
cepted and  acted  upon. . .homosexual 
impulses"  to  a  "chosen  homosexual 
outlet."   The  social  learning  ap- 
proach also  poses  other  problems;  for 
example,  he  says  of  it  that  "a  per- 
son's sexual  behavior  is  learned  and 
is  subject  to  the  orderly  laws  of  ac- 
quisition and  extinction"  (p.  51). 

Elsewhere ,  however ,  Freedman 
comments  on  the  "pansexual"  nature 
of  man,  and  allows  that  sexual  orien- 
tation is  not  permanent  or  irreversi- 
ble but  instead  changes  during  a  per- 
son's life — without  offering  any 
social  learning  explanation  of  this. 
And  finally,  although  he  does  show 
that  all  forms  of  psychotherapy  have 
been  ineffective  in  changing  homo- 
sexuals, his  books  nevertheless  pro- 
vides moral  support  for  those  who 
would  try  to  'prevent  and  cure'  homo- 
sexuality. 

Freedman's  biases  would  not  be 
offensive  to  some  closet-queens,  and 
the  book  could  perhaps  be  used  for 
superficial  discussions  by  straights, 
but  an  almost  total  absence  of  any 
recognition  of  gay  liberation  and 
gay  lib  consciousness  certainly  makes 
the  book  useless  for  gay  studies 
courses  and  the  like. 

Space  prohibits  a  more  detailed 
examination  of  Freedman's  research. 
In  brief,  we  can  note  that  the  theo- 
retical framework  and  methodology  are 
naively  conceived  and  poorly  executed. 
The  net  result,  in  spite  of  the  rela- 
tively positive  conclusion,  is  a  psy- 
chologizing of  low  quality  developed 
throughout  a  book  riddled  with  con- 
tradictions. 


The    best    yet 


Greg  Lehne 


Homosexuel?   Et  pourquoi  pas!, 
Jean  Le  Derff,  Ferron  Editeur  Inc. 
Montreal,  1973,  158  pages,  $2.95. 


Those  of  us  who  have  learned  to 
wince  in  apprehension  at  the  announ- 
cement that  Canada's  creaking  presses 
have  squeezed  out  another  book  on 
homosexuality  will  read  this  paper- 
back volume  with  relief.  This  book, 
written  for  the  gay  male  just  coming 
out  and  for  uninformed  straights,  is 
the  best  work  about  gay  life  produced 
in  this  country  so  far  and  one  of  the 
best  of  its  kind  to  appear  anywhere. 

The  strength  of  the  book  lies  in 
the  author's  willingness  to  deal  with 
both  the  anxieties  and  the  joys  of 
urban  gay  life.   Le  Derff  rages 
against  our  oppressive  society  be- 
cause it  turns  life  into  an  exhaust- 
ing and  destructive  obstacle  course 
for  gays.   But  he  also  appreciates 
the  particular  insights  and  occa- 
sional pleasures  offered  by  gay  so- 
ciety.  These  opposing  attitudes  are 
found  in  his  ambivalent  appraisal  of 
Montreal's  bar  scene  as  both  enjoy- 
able and  exploitative.   The  apparent 
fulcrum  of  this  balance  is  Le  Derff's 
confidence  in  his  gayness:  "I'm  not 
proud  of  being  gay,  but  neither  am  I 
ashamed.   I'm  gay,  that's  all." 

Le  Derff's  views  are  politically 
sensitive  and  progressive.  His  book 
deals  with  gay  men  only,  not  because 
he  complacently  assumes  the  synonymy 
of  the  terms  "gay  people"  and  "gay 
men",  but  because  he  knows  that  he 
is  not  qualified  to  speak  for  gay 
women.  His  contention  that  gay  mar- 
riage is  further  oppression  mas- 
querading as  liberation  indicates 
his  political  stance,  which  goes 
beyond  the  demand  for  a  mere  legal 
reform  of  present  social  arrange- 


ments to  the  realisation  that  gay 
oppression  has  connections  with 
other  social  evils.  However,  he 
offers  no  analysis  of  these  connec- 
tions and  stops  short  of  the  sug- 
gestion that  the  ills  of  our  so- 
ciety have  common  roots.  LeDerff 
believes  that  the  liberation  of 
gay  people  can  be  attained  by  mass 
organisation;  with  evident  nostalgia 
he  quotes  in  its  entirety  the  origi- 
nal call  to  action  issued  by  the 
long-gone  Front  de  Liberation  des 
Homosexuels  of  Montreal.  It  is  for- 
tunate that  a  book  intended  to  help 
those  in  the  closet  come  out  should 
have  been  written  by  a  person  whose 
views  are  consonant  with  the  ideals 
of  gay  liberation. 

Inevitably,  some  aspects  of  the 
book  disturb  me.  Among  these  are  the 
author's  romanticism,  his  individual- 
ism, and  his  faint  but  detectable  dis- 
approval of  certain  gay  subcultures. 
The  charge  of  individualism  may  be 
obscure;  I  refer  to  the  emphasis  which 
Le  Derff  places  on  the  diversity  of 
the  gay  male  population.  I  assume  that 
his  purpose  here  is  to  dispel  stereo- 
types. But  the  popular  notion  that 
"we  are  all  unique  individuals"  is 
dangerous  to  gays,  for  it  can  condone 
and  justify  our  isolation  from  one 
another,  strangling  thereby  the  sense 
of  community  which  is  essential  to 
our  liberation. 

The  aggregate  of  my  dissatisfac- 
tions with  this  book,  however,  counts 
for  little  when  weighed  against  its 
overall  excellence.  It  deserves  the 
wide  popular  audience  to  which  its 
brevity  and  readability  will  recom- 
mend it.  The  cause  of  gays  in  this 
country  will  be  well  served  by  its 
speedy  publication  in  English. 


Ken  Popert 
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entertainment 


movie  gays  and  film  cliches 


Beginning  with  this  Issue,  a 
regular  feature  of  the  Body  Politic 
will  be  an  entertainment  section  de- 
voted to  aspects  of  the  Canadian 
cultural  scene  relevant  to  the  gay 
world.  The  recent  trend  among  play- 
wrights and  screen  writers  to  in- 
clude overtly  homosexual  characters 
in  their  plays  warrants  some  sort  of 
commentary,  particularly  on  the  way 
in  which  homosexuality  itself  is 
treated. 

Any  non-artistic  appraisal  of 
the  arts  ultimately  raises  the  ques- 
tion of  how  far  that  approach  can 
be  taken  without  somehow  distorting 
the  work  itself.  For  example,  I 
think  it  is  perfectly  valid  to 
speak  of  a  homosexual  sensibility 
in  the  arts.  But  this  would  mani- 
fest itself  in  the  way  characters 
were  portrayed-or  relationships 
expressed,  in  what  could  be  ascer- 
tained of  the  artist's  view  of  life; 
in  short,  in  matters  of  content, 
not  of  style.  Similarly,  gay  criti- 
cism would  have  to  restrict  itself 
to  content,  particularly  where  the 
subject  was  homosexuality.  If  this 
seems  to  be  placing  undue  emphasis 
on  what  might  be  a  minor  aspect  of 
a  given  work,  it  is  only  because 
that  subject  has  been  so  consis- 
tently misrepresented  in  art  as 
well  as  life.  (Could  the  entertain- 
ment section,  then,  be  subtitled 
"Against  Misinterpretation?") 

Acknowledgement  of  the  gay  ex- 
perience in  the  arts  has  been  long 
overdue,  and  homosexuality,  like 
many  other  "unmentionables",  has 
now  become  fashionable.  This  newly 
acquired  status,  however,  is  decep- 
tive. In  most  cases,  the  artistic 
treatment  of  the  gay  world  is  mod- 
elled on  societal  misconceptions, 
and  merely  perpetuates  the  same 
stereotypes  and  myths  already  pre- 
valent.  Homosexuality  often  appears 
incidentally  as  an  exotic  touch  or, 
more  insidiously,  as  a  means  of  fur- 
ther villifying  an  unsympathetic 
character. 

Film  makers  (and,  by  extension, 
the  general  public)  refuse  to  ack- 
nowledge that  the  gay  world  is  in- 
habited by  people  with  largely  mid- 
dle class  aspirations  and  lifestyles. 
I  am  not  suggesting  that  all  gay 
people  are  similar  to  straights,  nor 
that  identical  lifestyles  are  in  any 
way  desirable.  But  the  fact  remains 
that  most  homosexuals  have  (and 
still  do)  lead  basically  hetero- 
sexual lives  In  every  respect- but 
one,  a  fact  the  straight  world  will 
not  accept.  There  is  still  the  need 
in  straight  society  to  segregate 
elements  antagonistic  to  itself,  in 
the  process  safeguarding  its  own 
values  and  images.  Thus,  the  con- 
tinual emphasis  on  some  sort  of 
essential  "dif ferentness"  in  the 
gay  world  and  individual  gay  people. 
The  straight  world  accepts  and  even 
expects  homosexuality  in  artists 
and  hairdressers;  but  if  the  boy 


next  door  is  gay,  they'd  rather  not 
hear  about  it.  Even  in  such  favour- 
able portrayals  as  Peter  Finch's 
role  in  Sunday,  Bloody  Sunday,  the 
homosexual  is  carefully  isolated 
from  the  mainstream  of  society,  in 
this  case  by  placing  him  in  a  culti- 
vated jet-set  world  far  removed  from 
the  experience  of  the  average  movie 
spectator.  Boys  in  the  Band  was  hail- 
ed as  the  cinematic  mirror  of  the 
gay  community,  though  in  fact  it  re- 
presented only  a  small  sector.  Out- 
dated before  its  first  performance, 
it  was,  like  another  widely  acclaim- 
ed counter-cultural  "classic"  Hair, 
exactly  what  middle-class  heterosex- 
ual audiences  wanted  to  see. 

Three  recent  films,  in  their 
treatment  of  the  homosexual,  illus- 
trate my  contention  that  the  gay 
person  must  be  depicted  as  essen- 
tially "other".  This  is  done  in  a 
variety  of  ways,  some  of  them  very 
subtle.  Yet  in  each  case,  it  must 
be  very  reassuring  to  a  middle-class 
viewer  that  despite  the  homosexual 
element  in  his  own  fantasies,  his 
lifestyle  has  nothing  in  common  with 
those  portrayed  on  the  screen. 

The  Pyx  is  a  bad  Canadian-made 
movie  capitalizing  on  the  current 
fashionable  interest  In  the  occult. 
However,  it  reputedly  contained  one 
of  the  better  treatments  of  a  homo- 
sexual character  encountered  in  re- 
cent flicks.  Forget  it.  Like  the 
dyke  who  just  needs  a  good  stiff  one 
to  set  her  straight,  Jimmy  (played 
by  Terry  Haig)  is  a  gearbox  saved 
by  a  woman.  Another  hetero  myth  bol- 
stered. Hot  that  our  boy  had  been 
"cured",  but  he'd  been  considering 
suicide  in  the  aftermath  of  one  of 
those  short-lived  homosexual  affairs^ 
and  then  been  persuaded  of  the  value 
of  living  by  the  friendship  of  a 
kindly  hooker.  It's  not  clear  when 
we  first  meet  Jimmy  that  he  ijs_  the 
gay  character.  However,  before  he 
admits  to  it,  we  are  treated  to  a 
scene  in  which  he  fusses  about  ma- 
king tea  for  his  spaced-out  girl- 
friend. "You're  so  sensitive,  Jimmy" 
she  says  as  she  peeps  over  the  stea- 
ming brew.  And  that  about  sums  up 
the  Pyx's  innovative  look  at  the 
homosexual. 

The  Laughing  Policeman  also  has 
a  gay  character-  the  villain  of 
course-  and  in  fact,  this  is  the 


tjnly  element  that  differentiates  the 
film  from  a  tiresome  TV  detective 
serial.  Once  again,  we  have  the 
nice-guy-macho-cop-hero  slapping 
women  around,  and  beating  up  un- 
derworld degenerates.  Of  course, 
such  ballsy  cops  have  to  be  anti- 
gay,  but  at  least  they're  original 
in  their  choice  of  epithets,  unless 
"fruiter"  is  a  standard  fag-baiting 
term  in  California.  Walter  Matthau 
even  shows  a  dim  awareness  of  gay 
lib  when  he  remarks  that  "Homosex- 
uals don't  hide  anymore.  Today, 
they're  all  out  protesting." 

One  is  intrigued  as  to  why  the 
villain  was  gay  in  the  first  place. 
We  don't  learn  his  dark  secret  until 
well  past  the  middle  of  the  film.  In 
fact,  the  homosexual  element  seems 
an  afterthought,  a  last  minute  injec- 
tion of  the  exotic  to  save  the  film 
from  total  banality.  To  the  director's 
credit,  the  one  gay  scene  was  filmed 
in  a  San  Francisco  leather  bar,  not 
a  movie-set  concoction  of  what  a  gay 
bar  ought  to  look  like.  Or  perhaps  he 
thought  a  taste  for  leather  would  be 
the  final  damning  touch  in  creating 
his  super-villain? 

El  Topo  ("The  Mole")  creates  a 
bizarre  and  savage  world  in  its  epic 
reconstruction  of  the  Christian  myth. 
One  might  argue  that  all  the  charac- 
ters in  this  violent  film  are  fan- 
tastic are  thereby  distanced  from 
anything  an  audience  could  relate 
to.  However,  the  film  does  depict 
men  who  pursue  justice,  or  are  good 
and  charitable,  as  well  as  those  who 
are  feverishly  criminal  and  cruel  to 
no  purpose.  Need  I  reveal  the  group 
in  which  the  homosexual  characters 
find  themselves?  Lesbians  use  whips 
as  a  prelude  to  love-making,  and  are 
responsible  for  the  "crucif iction" 
of  the  Christ  figure  in  this  para- 
ble. Bandits  who  have  slaughtered  a 
whole  town  relax  from  their  labours 
by  ravishing  a  1/2  dozen  succulent 
friars.  And  in  a  town  characterized 
by  an  almost  ludicrous  cruelty  and 
hypocrisy,  the  sheriff  and  his  de- 
puty, the  "law",  go  to  church  in 
drag,  and  keep  a  jail  cell  well 
stocked  with  young  men.  In  an  ugly 
and  violent  world,  homosexuals  are 
seen  as  among  the  ugliest  and  most 
violent.  A  mole's  eye  view  of  gays. 

Robert  Trow 


THE    BODY   POLITIC 


"...it's  more 
important  to  be 


nice 


» 


Gerald   Hannon 


So  Toronto  had  made  it.  No  more 
envious  glances  to  the  South  at  events 
like  Mr.  Fire  Island  or  the  Groovy 
Guy  extravaganzas;  not  when  14  contes- 
tants, hopefuls,  personality-plus 'ers 
stepped  into  the  lights  at  the  Car- 
riage House  Hotel  December  9th  and 
treated  Canada  to  its  first  male 
beauty  pageant.  And  was  there  the 
predictable  howl  of  "sexist-object- 
ifying-capitalist-exploitation"  from 
Toronto's  reputedly  rather  prudish 
gay  lib  movement? 

They  were  there,  some  of  them. 
Taking  in  the  scene.  Champagne  being 
poured  over  ice  cream  at  the  head 
table.  Long-ish  queues  for  the  smart 
brunch.  An  older  gay  -  conservative 
suit  but  splashed  with  a  carnation 
and  a  ring  the  size  of  a  saucer  - 
making  the  usual  not-very-amusings- 
but-they-always-get-a-laugh.  The 
judges  at  the  front  table:  Derek  Sten- 
house,  gay  owner  of  the  Manatee,  Tor- 
onto's most  popular  and  cooperative 
dance  club,  Jerry  Batal,  American 
business  manager  of  the  Club  Bath 
Chain,  and  Ronnie  Shearer,  decorative 
lighting  designer  and  personable, 
forty-ish,  well-known  face  about  town. 
Discretely  to  one  side  -  three  troph- 
ies: big,  bigger  and  biggest;  gilt 
muscle  men  in  the  classic  flex' em  and 
flaunt'em  pose. 

Overheard: 

-ut  of  here.  How  can  you 
stand  this  sexist-objectifying-capit- 
alist-exploitation  bullshit? 
•Too  many  adjectives,  my  dear  Julian. 
Hay  I  suggeet  a  drink?  Or  have  I  ob- 

;'ied  the  subtle  colouring  and 
flavour  of  the  grape  into  too  unsubtle 
a  noun?  You  epeak  ae  if  objectifying 
were  not  an  unavoidable  and  indu 
sable  aspect  of  every  day  life. 
-Unavoidable,  maybe. 
•And  indiapenaable.   In  the  world  of 
art  ae  of  people, 

;>ra  the  complex  a\ 
and  provides  all  of 

nmec,    if  no- 
ing,   experiences  of  our 

us  more  and  ae  are 
y  enriched. 
not  sure  I  understand. 


~Do  you  remember  how  we  stood  toget- 
her  for  the  first  time  before  the 
Aztec  statue  of  Coatlicue;  how  know- 
ing nothing  of  her  mystery  or  her 
•tragedy,   we  were  struck  dumb  by  an 
overwhelming  sensation  of  power,   and 
need  and  dominance?  Row  we  could  not 
sleep  that  night  and  searched  the  ci- 
ty for  books  on  this  marvellous  work? 
Pure  object  and  it  vanquished  us. 
Then  it  began  to  resonate  with  other 
sounds  -  we  learned  when  it  was  made, 
and  why,   and  what  its  symbols  meant, 
and  how  a  subtle  angle  in  the  stone 
made  one  feel  it  might  at  any  moment 
leap,   for  all  that  it  grew  so  firmly 
from  t}ie  ground.  And  so  we  are  en- 
riched,  and  value  Coatlicue  all  the 
more,   but  neither  you  nor  I  would 
have  surrendered  our  first  encounter. 
-Perhaps,   But  people  surely  are  not 
to  be  treated  as  objets  d'art. 
-Few  deserve  to  be  treated  better. 
And  don't  be  hypocritical.   A  charming 
profile,  wit  and  some  intelligence  is 
all  you  ask  of  most  of  your  acquaint- 
ances.  You  do  not  care  to  hear  any- 
thing more  of  them.   And  your  bed- 


mates  need  only  be  scruffy  and  well- 


we  are  very  much  emphasizing   the 
personality  area.":  Manager,   Toronto 


-But  my  friends? 

-Ah  yes,   friends.   I  grant  you  they 
must  resonate  at  least  as  richly  as 
Coatlicue  or  they  do  not  deserve  the 
name.   And  in  one  important  area  they 
are  very  different  from  any  work  of 
art.   They  change.   And  they  may  cJiange 
because  of  you.   With  one's  friends 
one  can  be  an  artist.    With  one's  ac- 
quaintances merely  a  connoisseur. 
But  every  great  friendship  has  its 
Coatlicue  moment,    if  I  may  so  denote 
it.   I  recall  that  after  our  first 
meeting  you  were  quite  overcome. 


SpOt   lights  On.    Peter  Maloney, 
manager  of  Toronto's  Club   Bath, 
thanking  everyone  and  everything.    AND 
HERE   HE   IS,    FOLKS,    OUR  MASTER  OF  CER- 
EMONIES,  MR.   DAVID  FOR  1973-74:   C.J. 
HARRINGTON!!!    Smartly  into   the  lights: 
good  build,    pleasant  smile,  winner  of 
a  Mark  Spitz   look-a-like  contest, 
wearing  his  gold  medal  of  office  on 
a  red   ribbon.    "I  enjoy  being  gay" 
(Applause)  Then  the  contestants  in 
their   first  appearance,    one-by-one  in    i 
T-shirt  and  jeans   for  everyone's  idea    | 
of   tousled  youth.   A  steady   flow  from      . 
C.J.:    age,    height,  weight,    interests.    ; 

-Perhaps  I  can  see  the  aesthetic  need  t 
to  objectify.   But  must  we  indulge  in     I 
this  ritual  of  choosing? 
•Our  minds  do  not  seem  satisfied  with  I 
a  purely  contemplative  approach  to 
beauty.   You  probably  know  your  fav~ 
ourite  Watteau.    You  prefer  Beethoven     f 
to  Brahms.   Wiether  or  not  it  was  of-     I 
.    we  would  each  of    ( 
ewhat  over  one  of 
might  quarrel  wit' 
idea  of  judges.   They  seem  to  be  tak-     I 
ing  this  all  too  seriously  for  ' 
truet  their  aesthetic. 
•But  these  are  people!  k/atteau'e 
paintings  do  not  mind  if  I  sirvjle  one  : 
of  them  out.   Brahms  is  not  ashamed  be-\ 
think  he  is  more  turgid  than     i 
Beethoven.  But  single  one  of  these 
young  men  out,   crown  hvn,  and  who 
knows  what  you  may  have  done  t 

I  have  been  so  am 

h.  .•      "      •tonality"  empha 
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G.J.   Harrington 


David  1973-74. 


as  an  important  element  in  this  con- 
test.  By  doing  so  t)\ey  have  tarnished 

■     objectifying  act,   and  left 
these  fellows  open  to  disappointment 
and  hurt.   Their  beauty  is  a  gratuit- 
ous gift j   and  were  they  judged  solely 
on  that,  judged  as  we  would  judge  a 
collection  of  exquisite  vases,   they 
should  not  reasonably  experience 
either  joy  or  disappointment.   But 
they  are  their  personalities,  and  11 
of  them  are  about   to  be  found  wanting 
and  must  bear  the  public  announcement 
of  their  deficiencies.    Very  cruel,   I 
think.  ~ 

Second  appearance:    in  clothes  of  the 
contestant's  choice.   They  vary  from 
attractive  to  just  slightly  on  the 
tasteless.   And  in  style  of  present- 
ation from  the  panache  of  a  profes- 
sional model  to  a  rather  endearing 
ineptitude.    The  young  men  must  an- 
swer questions.   Annihilation  by  bland- 
ness  begins.   Questions  of  the  sort: 
"What  do  you  think  of  the  new  styles 
for  men?",    "Do  you  believe  in  having 
more  than  one  lover  at  a  time?"  "What 
do  you  like  most  about  gay  people?" 
evince  replies  of  such  stupefying 
mediocrity  that  one  is  forced  to  re- 
consider brunch  in  the  adjoining 
room.    C.J.  greets  monosyllabic   res- 
ponses with  rapture  -  whole  senten- 
ces all  but  reduce  him  to  tears. 
While  Ronnie  Shearer  struggles  val- 
iantly to  ask  questions  which  might 
stimulate  a  gay  lib  response,  Mr. 
Batal  is  shameless  about  probing  for 
answers    that  can  only  flatter   the 
Club   Bath  Chain. 

zraonality  means  nothing? 
xms  everything  in  your  friends 
whose  beauty  is  generated  by  it,   very 
in  your  tricks,  and  to  refer 
i   the  present  instance  is 
t    criminal. 

ling  somewhat 
led  by  this  whole  event,    though 
you  have  persuaded  me   that  "objectif- 
ication"  is  not  the  cry  I  should 
raise. 

-I  think  the  horror  is  that  this  is 
not  an  event  at  all  -  it  is  a  pseudo- 
event,  a  big  sales  job,  a  pitch... 
I  would  have  been  quite  happy  to  come 
down  here  and  see  these  14  young  men, 
naked,   in  a  darkened  room  with  no 


distractions.  Rather  like  museum 
pieces.  I  would*  not  care  to  hear  them 
talk.   Instead  we  have  to  endure  what 
is  basically  a  pitch  for  the  Club 
Bath  Chain  -  not  that  there  is  any- 
thing shameful  about  advertising  one's 
business,   but  the  pretence  has  been 
created  that  this  event  will  be  good 
for  everyone  from  the  city  of  Toronto 
on  down  to   the  winning  contestant.   I 
am  sure  that  those  are  peripheral 
reasons.    You  were  closest  to  the  truth 
when  you  mentioned  "capitalist  ex- 
ploitation". A  cant  phrase,   and  per- 
haps not  even  a  conscious  motivation 
for  this  afternoon's  entertainment. 
I  prefer  to  be  generous  and  allow  it 
was  designed  for  the  delight  of  the 
gay  community.  I  am  generous  to  a 
fault. 


FinOliy  the  swimsuits.   Less  awk- 
wardness than  one  might  expect.  Wolf- 
whistles,    applause,   a  general  craning 
for  glimpses  of  softly  outlined  gen- 
itals.   C.J.   is  more  Spitz-like  than 
ever  in  his  stars  and  stripes  swim 
trunks.    They  are  all  there,    all   14, 
lined  up  in  a  great  semi-circle  - 
nervous,   expectant,    but  smiling.   The 
judges  deliberate  -  confer  -  retire 
-  return.   The  announcements,  with 
great  fanfare,    are  made. 

-I  wonder  why  the  event  is  so  popu- 
lar? 

-It  is  a  novelty.  It  has  some  medi- 
ocre entertainment  value,  and  most 
people,   straight  or  gay,   are  reassured 
by  the  mediocre.  It  proves  the  uni- 
verse is  unfolding  as  it  should.   It 
also  seems  to  repeat  in  a  ritual  man- 
ner certain  aspects  of  what  every  gay 
male  has  indulged  in  -  the  hunt.   We 
have  the  bar  atmosphere,    the  collec- 
tion of  attractives-and-probably-un- 
attainables,    the  sexual  innuendo, 
the  attempt  to  capture  at  least  su- 
perficial aspects  of  personality,   the 
first  choice. . . 

C.J.    consoles  the  losers  in  ad- 
vance:   "It's  nice  to  be  important, 
but  it's  more  important  to  be  nice.", 
a  sentiment,  we  noted   later,    framed 
in  the  window  of  a  Laura  Secord  candy 


shop.   An  envelope  is  opened,    the  con- 
tents   read:    AND   SECOND  RUNNER-UP    IS 
...JOE  PELLETIER!!!    Applause,    the 
smallest  trophy  handed  over.   The 
other  contestants  are  more  obviously 
tense.    Smiles  are  a   little  strained. 


-...the  refusal, 
likely... 


but  a  friendly  one 


FIRST  RUNNER-UP  IS... DAVID  WILL- 
SON!!!  Another  big  round  of  applause. 
More  wolf-whistles  and  flash  cubes. 
Only  one  trophy  left  now,  the  biggest, 
it  waits  in  solitary  grandeur.  We  ex- 
perience the  customary  hush  of  expec- 
tation, the  dramatic  pause  from  the 
M.C. 

...it  encourages  us  to  continue,   per- 
haps another  refusal,   and  then  the 
evening  is  rewarded,   we  have  our  win- 
ner,  our  trophy  for  the  night,   our 
golden  boy,   our  Mr.   Somebody... 

■      MR.  CLUB  OF  CANADA  1973-74  IS 
(much  longer  pause)... ROD  POLICHI! ! 
He  starts  and  throws  his  hands  over 
his  face  in  excitement.  The  other 
contestants  mill  about,  congratulat- 
ing him,  kissing  his  cheek;  a  few  be- 
gin to  leave.  The  man  with  the  saucer 
ring  has  his  picture  taken  with  the 
winner.  Rod  is  20  years  old,  155  lbs., 
5*7"  tall  and  a  3  month  resident  of 
Toronto.  He  is  happy,  excited  and 
surprised  -  he  feels  this  was  an  in- 
spirational event.  The  Mr.  Club  In- 
ternational Contest  awaits  him  on 
February  23  in  Miami.  He  will  be  Can- 
ada's representative. 

-Do  you  approve? 
-I  do  not  disapprove.   I  found  it 
somewhat  cruel,   as  I  mentioned,   but 
the  contestants  knew  what  to  expect. 
It  bored  me  -  I  wish  I  could  believe 
it  bored  more,   but  I  fear  we  have 
been  tricked  most  of  us  into  not  rec- 
ognizing what  boredom  is.   To  quote  our 
M.C,    this  contest  was  a  chance  to 
represent  the  gay  community  as  it  is. 
Perhaps  that  was  its  failure:   to  have 
aspired  to  nothing,   and  to  have  suc- 
ceeded. But  let  us  go  to  washrooms. 
I  feel  the  need  of  a  faceless  encoun- 
ter.  It  is  such  a  purely  aesthetic 
act.  • 


SEX  &  SIN 


In  1939  It  was  a  punishable  offense  for  a  Canadian  soldier  to  have  VD. 
The  disease  was  driven  underground  and  flourished. 

In  1946  Che  Manitoba  VD  Commission  was  requested  to  "sake  it  a  crim- 
inal offensa  to  infect  another  person  with  venereal  disease". 

In  1973  about  87Z  of  doctors  who  treat  VD  cases  ignore  the  law  and 
fall  to  report  these  cases  to  health  authorities. 

In  an  environment  that  combines  hysteria  and  negligence,  venereal 
disease  is  still  underground  and  flourishing. 


the  politics  of  v.d. 


Walter  Blumcnthal 


A  large  sign  on  a  door  announces 
the  Hassle  Free  Clinic,   health  haven 
of  the  street  people  and  other  over- 
hassled  spirits.    VD  is  my  problem, 
testing  and  treatment  my  objective. 

Gonorrhea,  I  specify,  no  symp- 
toms, but  contact  vith  a  lover  who 
has  had  a  positive  test. 

I'm  led  into  the  doctor* o  office 
where  I'm  confronted  by  a  hirsute 
young  man  dressed  so  as  to  render  hi* 
indistinguishable  from  his  patients. 
Ths  office  is  a  grsat  clutter:    "veno- 

•  nojeots,   who's  sssn  the 
venoJeate,  are  they  under  that  pile 
of  papers. . .veil. . .go  and  wash  one 
out.. .oops...   do  we  have  any  mors 
syringee,   sse  if  there  are  any  in 
that  corner. "  Nobody  asks  who  my 

WtS  were,   no  treatment  is  of- 
fered,  nothing  but  an  invitation  to 
acme  back  next  week  for  the  tea 
eults.   I  offsr  to  give  them  my  phone 

.    'hey  say  they  don't  need 
that,   oall  us  next  week  if  you  like. 

Long  a  scourge  of   the  human 
race,   VD  Is  epidemic  once  again   in 
America.      Conservative  esti- 
mates  from  some  sources    Indicate   that 
the  number  of  gonnorhca  and   syphilis 
esses   in  Canada   this  year  will    reach 
200,000;    in  the  US,    incidence  of 
gonnorhca   ranka  second  only   to   the 
common  cold   amongst    Infectious  dis- 
esscs.      Hence   the  recent  spate  of 
public   utterances  about   VD.      The 
powerful    In  our  society  have  come 
face-to-face  with   the  startling   fact 
that   these  crippling   Illnesses  are   no 
longer   the  exclusive   fate  of   fallen 
souls  and   "undeeirable  elements". 
It    s   becoming    Increasingly   difficult 
to  hide  or   ignore   the   fact    that   their 
•one,   daughters   ,   wives  and  paramours 
have  ±t..    Yes,    wn    the    fortificationa 
of   top-notch  nuclear   families  arc 
breached  by   the  avenging  splrochaete! 

So   there   is  genteel   concern... 
and   virtually  no  progress   in   the 
fight  against  VD. 

The   Irony,   of   course,    is   that 
•  we  of   VD  are  extremely  simple 
•.    especially    If  detected    rel- 
atively early.      Even   the  more  antl- 

-  resistant   strains  can  be  wiped 
out   with  some  kind  of   treatment, 
•^•ly.      A  »««  orsl    preparation  has 
be*n  perfected   which  makes  mass    treat- 
ment  feasible  and   quick.      Work    la 
finally  progresslag  on  a  v.. 

And  there   are  countries  where 
VD  man   been   almost    totally   eradicated. 


In   1965,   a  delegation   fron   the  Can- 
adian Medical  Association  reported 
that    the   People's   Republic   of  China 
Is  such  s  country.    There,    a   serious 
and    frank  mass   campaign  wiped-  out    the 
problem. 

The   idea  of   such   a   campaign,    in- 
volving  education,    testing  and   treat- 
ment  on   a  mass   scale,    is  summarily 
rejected   by  government   health  author- 
ities   In   North  America   -  where   better 
technology  and  a   smaller   population 
night  make  such  s  campaign  even  more 
realistic.      It    Is   "not    the   tradition 
of  this  province  to  have  compulsory 
health  screenings"  harumphed  Ontar- 
io's  Education  Minister,    Thomas  Wells, 
in  s   recent    interview   in   the  Toronto 
Star.      "Don't   do   it   and   you  can't 
catch   it,"  chirped   the   Star,    a   Jour- 
nal  renowned   for  sexual   enlightenment. 
More  ominous   still    is   s   statement   by 
Dr.    J.D.    Wallace  of   the  OtA  accuaing 
members   of  his  profession  of   "unpar- 
donable  errors"  of  omission   in   their 
treatment   of   the  venereal   diseases. 
With  apparently   little  concern    for 
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the   social    impact   of   VD,    they  aren't 
bothering   to   report   carriers   and   con- 
tacts  to   the  health  authorities,   nor 
to  do  normal    follow-up   treatment    to 
make   sure   the   disease  has   been   cured. 
Smoke  o   little  grass,    love   your 
gay  neighbor   in  public,   or  have   some 
other  harmless   fun  -  and   you  may    find 
that   society's   rules   are   tough  and 
tightly-enforced;    but   when    It    comes 
to  fighting  an  epidemic  which  thrr.n- 
ens   dire   consequences    for   the   enjoy- 
ment  of   sexuality  -   pretty   nearly   any 
rule   can   be  bent    in  half.... 

One  week  later  (am  I  one  of  the 
few  who  come  back?)  my  hasela-free 
doctor  is  curious,  about  my  habita: 
"So  you  live  in  a  gay  oommxo,.  ..." 
he  says,   his  faae  darkening  slightly. 
Perhaps  he  is   thinking  about  wJiat 
happens  among  eu\faggots  with 
beds  in  one  house. 
about  transveetitee  and  transexuale 
once  in  Psychology  Today.    I  think 
that  kind  of  behaviour  is  unnatural. .. 
do  you  ever  read  Psycholoau  T 

Wearily,   I  return  to  the  object 
of  my  visit:   "Rave  you  found  ou\ 
I've  got?"  "Gonorrhea",   he  ann   - 
confidently;    "...we  have   to   test  you 
again."  "You  say  it's  gonorrhea?" 
I  enquire,    two  minutes  later, 
don't  know  what  you  have,"  he  re- 
plies with  equal  confidence. 

Medical  science  marches  on. 

...Casual,    sloppy   attitudes  make  one 
wonder   if   the   authorities   actually 
tfa"t    to  wipe  out   V.'.    dut    that    Is  more 
than   just   a  medical   question. 

The   Book  of   Deuteronomy,    a 
rather   imaginative   collection  of   re- 
ligious  fetishes,    warns   that      as 
punishment    for   disobeying   His  will 

The  Lord  shall  smite  thee 
with  a   consumption,   with 
fever  and    inflammation, 
and  an  extreme  burning, 
until    thou  perish.    The 
Lord   shall   smite   thee  with 
the  Botch  of   Egypt,   with 
a  madness,    a  blindness   and 
an  astonishment   of   the 
heart. ..with  a   sore  bol 
which  cannot    be    healed... 

This  accurate  symptomatic   des- 
cription of   syphilis,    presented   as 
Divine  Justice,    suggests   that    the 
threat    of   venereal    disease  has   been 
integrated    into  sex-negative   eul 
for  many   centuries,      tn    fact,   VD  ham 
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been  woven  into  the  myths,  taboos  and 
moral  shibboleths  that  make  up  the 
fabric  of  Judeo-Christian  sexual  at- 
titudes. 

Even  more  illuminating  than  the 
Bible  are  the  writings  of  Jean  Astruc, 
eighteenth-century  French  physician, 
who  was  also  a  biblical  scholar: 

That  the  Venereal  Disease 
was  sent  into  the  world 
by  the  Disposition  of  Pro- 
vidence, either  to  re- 
strain, as  with  a  Bridle, 
the  unruly  Passions  of  a 
Sensual  Appetite,  or  as 
a  Scourge  to  correct  the 
Gratification  of  them,  is 
an  Opinion  highly  probable 
...Let  us  enquire  not 
whether  (God)  ought... to 
have  inflicted  the  Ven- 
ereal Disease  as  a  pun- 
ishment for  the  lewdness 
of  mankind;  but  whether  He 
has  in  reality  so  punished 
him  or  not. 

"...to  restrain  the  unruly  Pas- 
sions of  a  Sensual  Appetite. . .".Astruc 
was  indeed  a  keen-eyed  moralist!   For 
he  has  observed  that  VD  is  not  merely 
a  disease,  not  merely  "Divine  punish- 
ment", but  a  social  restraint  on  the 
full  enjoyment  of  sex. 

Disease  as  moral  restraint  and 
punishment  for  sin.   An  archaic  ap- 
proach to  medicine?  ...Sure,  for 
polio,  typhoid  and  tuberculosis.   But 
when  it  comes  to  getting  to  the  heart 
of  the  VD  problem,  the  approach  of 
many  authorities  is  more  ecclesias- 
tical than  medical:  A  learned  rep- 
resentative of  British  medical 
science  blames  the  increase  of  VD  on 
"sexy  advertising"...  and  gets  writ- 
ten up  in  the  Toronto  Star.   Provin- 
cial VD  propaganda  aimed  at  teenagers 
warns  that  "Young  people  must  realize 
that  there  is  danger  in  any  sex  con- 
tact which  is  outside  of  healthy 
marriage."   "Sexual  Continence," 
sniffs  the  AMA,  "is  compatible  with 
health  and... the  best  prevention"  of 
venereal  disease. 

Such  moralist  blather  suggests 
the  true  motives  behind  the  historic- 
al reluctance,  by  medicine  and  gov- 
ernment, to  vigorously  attack  VD. 

The  moral-religious  mythology  of 
VD  is  no  less  pernicious  than  the 
organisms  themselves:  the  carrier  of 
the  Botch  of  Egypt  is  necessarily  a 
heretic;  a  member  of  a  conquered  na- 
tion; a  deviant;  an  indigent;  in 
short,  a  scapegoat.  An  appalling 
story  surfaced  recently,  which  re- 
ported that  hundreds  of  American 
Blacks  were  used  as  human  guinea 
pigs,  their  syphilis  left  deliber- 
ately untreated  for  decades  by  white 
doctors.  The  myth  of-  the  syphilitic 
Indian  or  Black  is  not  alien  to 
white  North  America.  Nor  is  the  no- 
tion that  all  "hippies  have  it. 

Scapegoats  may  come  and  go,  but 
no  scapegoat  is  a  safer  risk  than  the 
homosexual.   And  when  you  propose  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  disease  by 

good  moral  (read:  monogamous)  con- 
duct", the  homosexual  is  a  natural 
culprit.  Accordingly,  we  are,  say 
all  the  Experts,  "a  major  source  of 
infection."  The  Ontario  Department 
of  Health  publication,  "VD  in  Ontar- 
io" comments  that  "Homosexuals  con- 
stitute another  (high  risk  group) 
because  of  the  minority  among  them 


who  solicit  easy 
casual  affairs  in 
public  places... In 
large  urban  areas 
it  has  been  estima- 
ted that  between  2- 
and  50  per  cent  of 
all  males  with  a- 
cute  infectious 
syphilis  are  actu- 
ally homosexual." 
And  the  Federal 
pamphlet  "Confid- 
entially to  Teen- 
agers" says  that 
"The  incidence  of 
venereal  disease  in 
homosexuals  has  be- 
come a  special 
problem  within  the 
last  few  years."     k 

This  is  a  par- 
ticularly vicious 
and  slanderous  form   |* 
of  gay  oppression! 
Medical  officials 
base  their  statis- 
tics on  reported  cases,  which  they 
readily  admit  represent  only  a  frac- 
tion of  the  incidence  of  VD.  They 
themselves  point  out  that  most  re- 
ported cases  come  from  public  VD 
clinics,  not  from  private  doctors. 
It  is  safe  to  assume  that  a  homosex- 
ual with  a  VD  problem  who  frequents 
gay  gathering  places  is  much  more 
likely  to  go  to  a  public  medical 
facility  to  be  treated,  than  is  the 
heterosexual  in  similar  circumstan- 
ces, to  avoid  exposure  before  the 
"family  doctor".  Now  "family  doc- 
tors" are  a 11- too-willing  to  "keep 
it  in  the  family"  -  and  not  report. 
This  may  play  a  role  in  the  peculiar 
statistics  which  claim  that  married 
men  get  most  of  the  gonorrhea  (and  so 
do  their  wives)  and  homosexual  men 
get  most  of  the  syphilis.   That  these 
statistics  can  be  distorted  should 
be  obvious  from  the  fact  that  syph- 
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V.D.   Can  Spread   Widely   From 
One   Infected   Person 
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"AVOID  PROMISCUOUS  SEXUAL  CONTACT/" 
cries  an  Ontario  Dept.   of  Health 
publication.      Now  out  of  print,    it 
was  available  up  to    'a  few  years  ago' 


ills  is  easily  spotted  in  a  blood 
test,  while  no  such  test  exists  for 
gonorrhea.   Family  doctors,  unbe- 
knownst to  medical  authorities,  are 
finding  syphilis  in  the  blood  of 
heterosexual  patients  and  quietly 
treating  the  disease,  sometimes  with- 
out even  telling  the  patient  about 
it !   All  these  factors ,  added  to  the 
acknowledged  cooperation  of  gays  in 
tracing  contacts,  suggests  that  med- 
ical statisticians  are  working  in  the 
dark,  when  they  try  to  measure  the 
incidence  of  VD  in  gays  against  the 
true  incidence  of  VD  amongst 
straights. 

And  are  they  aware  of  the  impact 
of  their  propaganda?  Do  they  know 
that  the  myth  of  the  diseased  homo- 
sexual -  which  they  propagate  so  gra- 
tuitously -  is  often  the  source  of 
crippling  anxiety  for  young  gays? 
How  many  of  us  learned  about  the 
"risks  of  VD  in  homosexuals"  shortly 
after  we  discovered  our  own  homo- 
sexuality?  I  did,  and  I  suspect  many 
readers  did  too.  And  didn't  homosex- 
uality become  synonymous  with  a  pain- 
ful and  untimely  death?  And  didn't 
it  keep  you  in  the  closet  for  years? 
That's  what  it  did  to  me,  and  I  still 
suffer  from  some  of  the  psychological 
scars . 

And  the  worst  part  of  it  all  is 
that  it's  all  a  lie;  just  another 
rotten  stereotype. 


Back  at  the  Clinic,    the  doctor 's 
staring  up  my  ass,   preparing  to  take 
a  "swab",   and  suddenly  I  have  this 
terrifying  feeling  that  I  know  him 
-from  somewhere,  and  then  I  realize 
I  went  to  high  school  with  him,   and 
for  the  first  time  in  years,    I'm 
embarrassed  about  having  VD. 


Like  the  threat  of  pregnancy  in 
unmarried  women,  VD  is  yet  another 
deterrent  to  the  enjoyment  of  love- 
making.  That  being  the  case,  we're 
the  victims  of  a  sort  of  biological 
warfare,  whose  outcome  depends  on 
which  side  wins  the  fight  to  liber- 
ate all  sexuality.  m 
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an  interview 


EDGAR  Z. 


FRIEDENBERG 


Greg  Lehnc 


Edgar  Z.  Friedenberg  is  Professor  of  Education 
at  Dalhousie  University,  "  Nova  Scotia,  and  author  of 
The  Vanishing  Adolescent,  Coming  of  Age  in  America, 
and  The  Anti-Amerioan  Generation.  As  an  adolescent  I 
had  read  his  books  and  heard  him  speak:  he  was  one  of 
the  few  adults  around  who  clearly  supported  adoles- 
cents in  their  perennial  battle  with  the  educational 
establishment  and  a  repressive  society.  Unfortunately 
as  a  gay  adolescent  I  did  not  know  that  Friedenberg 
was  gay.  I  was  surprised,  and  impressed,  to  see  his 
name  included  among  the  speakers  at  the  Gay  Academic 
Union  Conference  in  New  York  (and  cursed  the  Closet 
Spirit  of  the  1960s  which  hid  such  positive  models 
from  my  view).  When  a  bomb  threat  interrupted  his 
speech,  Friedenberg  and  I  talked  on  the  street,  in 
front  c,  'ay  School  of  Criminal  Justice. 


It  was  never  clear  to  me  why 
you  moved  to  Canada,  which  you  refer 
to  as  your   'voluntary  self-exi-le'. 
Was  it  at  all  related  to  being  a 
gay  person? 

No,   not   at   all. 

At  that   time,    (1970)  wasn't  ho- 
mosexuality  legal  in  Canada*, while 
homosexual  acts  were  still  illegal 
in  Buffalo,   N.Y.,   where  you  were 
living? 

1  suppose  it  was,  but.  I  had 
never  thought  about  it.  In  fact,  I 
suppose  it  is  a  shameful  admission 
to  make,  but  I'm  really  a  virgin  in 
that  respect,  as  in  all  others.  It 
hasn't  been  much  of  an  issue  for  me 
at  all.  Though  I'm  happy  to  see  it 
(legal),  there  wasn't  anything  I  was 
doing  in  Buffalo  that  was  illegal 
at  that  time.  I  never  gave  that  a 
thought,  in  fact  I  didn't  even  learn 
that  homosexuality  had  been  made 
lawful,  and  I'm  getting  sick  and 
tired  of  listening  to  David  Lewis's 
jokes  about  him  and  Pierre  Trudeau 
being  consenting  adults!  Of  course, 
Canada  is  less  paranoid  about  it 
than  the  U.S.,  I  suppose. 

•EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Canadian  legislation 
specifically  provides  that  sexual 
acts  in  private  between  two  con- 
senting adults  of  the  same  sex  over 
21  are  not  illegal. 


You  once  said  that  tJiere  Was 
no  paranoia  in  Buffalo,    that  it  was 
all  real! 

Canada  is  not  paranoid  in  this 
comparison,  but  there  is  an  awful 
lot  of  smug,  maybe  too  little  para- 
noia. I  can  imagine  getting  the 
feeling  that  you  were  screaming 
that  you  were  being  massacred,  and 
couldn't  get  any  help,  as  long  as 
it  was  being  done  in  good  taste.  I 
don't  think  that  in  general  the  sta- 
tus of  civil  liberties  in  Canada  is 
better  than  in  the  U.S.  There  is  so 
much  more  respect  for  authority  that 
I'm  not  certain  how  it  will  be. 

I  think  that  the  relative  tol- 
erance of  homosexuality  in  Canada  is 
associated  with  a  number  of  factors 
that  are  not  all  that  liberating, 
like  the  existence  of  essentially  a 
class  society,  and  British  pub- 
lic school  tradition,  and  all  that. 
In  fact,  I  think  that  American  so- 
ciety still  remains  a  great  deal 
more  free,  although  it  is  also  much 
more  punitive.   Canada  has  always 
been  in  the  position  of  being  able 
to  justly  blame  most  of  its  diffi- 
culties on  exploitation  by  somebody 
else.  This  does  a  good  deal  to  ex- 
ternalize a  lot  of  hostility.  My 
greatest  problem  in  Canada,  so  far 
at  least,  has  been  finding  people  who 
don't  think  of  themselves  as  naughty. 


Do  you  mean  straight  people, 
gay  people,   or  people  in  general? 

Well,  that  doesn't  make  any 
difference,  some  of  my  best  friends 
are  both.  What  does  make  a  difference 
is  that  if  you  point  out  the  ordin- 
ary kind  of  social  criticism  that 
you  would  make  in  the  U.S.,  to  Can- 
adians, generally  once  they  begin  to 
understand  what  you  mean,  they  laugh 
guiltily,  'Gee,  look  at  me  thinking 
a  thing  like  that. * 

Have  you  noticed  any  improve- 
ment in  your  general  situation  as  a 
person  living  in  Canada? 

Yes,  I  have  enormously.  I  think 
it  has  more  to  do  with  the  pace,  and 
the  fact  that  situations  are  still 
personal  so  much  more.  My  life  is 
just  less  frantic.  I  have  time  to 
get  closer  to  people,  although  I  get 
awfully  put  out  with  the  smugness  of 
a  lot  of  people. 

What  do  you  think  of  Pierre 
Trudeau? 

I  think  Trudeau,  from  what  I've 
seen  of  him,  seems  to  be  a  pretty 
healthy,  generalized  person.  I  think 
he  tends  to  do  what  is  best  for  him- 
self, with  a  good  deal  of  intelli- 
gence. I  imagine  that  he  has  a  very 
wide  range  of  pleasure  in  life,  he 
seems  very  unparanoid.  I'm  perfectly 
willing  to  accept  his  statement  that 
the  government  has  no  business  in 
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the  bedroom*  of  the  tuition.  I  like 
Ma. 

iiiout  Nixon? 

I   remember  Just  a  year  ago,  the 
day  after  the  election,  the  CBC  In 
Halifax  had  me   on  TV  to  ask  my  res- 
ponse to  the  election,  and  commented 

:  tokmd  awfully  happy  for  a 
person  who  could  hardly  have  approved 

.  I  said,  'Yes,  I  didn't  think 
anybody  could  elect  to  move  away 
from  his  own  country  without  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  uncertainty  about 
his  own  motives.  I  had  really  to  be 
■  11]  to  the  American  people  for 
lifting  this  whole  thing  above  the 
r.'.ilm  <■!  individual  psychopatliology. 
I  dn  think  he  would  not  be  in  the 
trouble  that  he  Is  in  If  he  enjoyed 
football  even  more! 


What  I  atean  about  what  follows 
what  Is,  are  the  laws  being  changed 
because  the  gay  liberation  movement 
Is  getting  stronger,  or  is  the  gay 
liberation  movement  getting  stronger 
because  of  the  social  climate  which 
permits  the  change  in  the  law?   t 
think  the  latter,  I  always  think 
that  about  any  group. 

1  think  that  if  the  gay  liber- 
ation movement  succeeds,  it  will  be 
because  gay  people  are  just  as  good 
consumers  as  anybody.  I  think  this 
goes  right  back  to  the  old  producer/ 
consumer  oriented  society  thing. 
Karcuse  (might  be)  saying  that  what 
these  people  are  calling  for  is  re- 
pressive tolerance.  I'm  all  for  re- 
pressive tolerance,  it's  not  my  fa- 
vourite form  of  tolerance,  but  it's 
my  favourite  form  of  repression! 


HOMOPHOBIA 

"I  don't  think  that  homophobia  has  really  been  neglected  as  a  subject 
of  study.    It  hasn't  been  isolated.   That  is,  it  hasn't  been  pulled  out  of 
other  contexts  of  psychological  phenomena  for  study  because  by  defini- 
tion the  heterosexual  position  is  not  deviant,  and  therefore  does  not 
become  the  victim  of  the  stigmatizing  apparatus  that  you  know  about. . . 
The  explanation  of  homophobia  become  perfectly  manifest,  indeed  it  is 
the  one  which  is  familiar  to  you.  ..The  Authoritarian  Personality. 
Everything  I've  encountered  about  homophobia  is  really  a  ringing  of 
changes  on  that  particular  theme.    If  you  think  back  to  the  way  the 
F-scale  was  finally  validated,  it  was  by  putting  in  a  number  of  authori- 
tarian-type statements  that  people  agreed  with  that  correlated  very 
highly  with  homophobia " 

Edgar  Z.  Friedenberg,  Panel  Discussion,  Gay  Academic  Union,  11/23/73. 


What  do  you  think  about  the 
■ 

1  don't  really  think  about  the 
gay  movement  all  that  much.  I  came 

'-  [conference}  because  I  re- 
spected the  people  involved,  and 
lilt  thai  I  should.   As  a  separate 

.it  isn't  a  thing  I  think  of 
.ill  the  time.   All  liberation  move- 
ments I  think  are  necessary,  and 
none  work.   Because  politics  is  poli- 
.  and  as  soon  as  It  becomes  poli- 
tics. .. there's  corruption,  it's  okay. 

essarily  Watergate-type  cor- 
ruption, but  I  mean  there's  concern 
always  about  who  is  going  to  have 
the  power. 

What  arc  you  liberating  your- 
•clf  from?  1  don't  think  that  op- 
pression can't  be  reduced,  and  I'm 
all  in  favour  of  political  cohesion. 

I  think  that  is  a  very  reason- 
able goal. 

■  ' 

JortMtttile  goats  of 

W«ll,    I    guess    that    depends    on 
how    far   you  mean   by    Ugal    reform   to 

•    obviously   th..! 
compllahment    la  Toronto  which  you 

<«e«  The  logy 
poUt*c-  l"u«  10)  4s  a  tangible 
thing.   But  what    follow*  what   U  hard 


But  In  a  way  the  argument  Is  false. 
Finally  you  get  to  the  point  where 
people  are  accusing  the  society  of 
betraying  the  revolution  by  giving 
all  the  revolutionaries  everything 
that  they  want,  and  then  it's  really 
pretty  silly   to  object    to   that! 

But  other  people  have  said  that 
they  see  the  gay  liberation  and  wo- 
men's liberation  movements  as  the 
only  possibility  of  a  real  revolut- 
ionary movement  because  of  their 
questioning  of  sex  roles  and  sexism 
as  a  broad  issue. 

All  right,  I'll  agree  with  that, 
but  do  you  know  of  any  place  that 


has  really  been  the  better  for  a 
real  revolution?  What  is  difficult 
to  conceive  of  Is  a  revolution  which 
really  liberates  most  of  sod.: 


Do  you  eee  the  possibility  of 
a  society  uhich  can  tolerate  homo- 

I  find  it  difficult  to  imagine 
an  open  society  that  would  not  take 
more  or  less  the  attitudes  th.it 
come  to  prevail,  precisely  because 
of  the  revolutionary  impact  (of  gay 
liberation).  1  don't  see  how  you  can 
say  the  things  about  it  that  (gay 
liberation  speakers  say),  and  not 
in  fact  conclude  that  any  soci. 
going  to  have  to  off  this  if  it 
wants  to  stay  together. 

I  see  a  democratic  society  as 
havinR  to  implicate  more  peon  1 1 
their  own  exploitation,  th 

stratified  one.  if  you  are  going  to 
allow  people  to  become  aware  ol  tin 
same  feelings  that  wil 1  parmJ  i  ■  Dan 
to  see  a  boy  as  beautiful,  you  also, 
1  think,  are  going  L<>  permit  him  to 
see  his  job  as  ugly  and  unbaarabll  , 
and  his  government  as  a  rip-off. 


I'd  like  to  ask  you  a  ntor 
sonal  question,   which  is  ah 
you  have  erotic  feelings  towards  ad- 
olescents which  have  inspired  you  to 
choose  this  as  your  iraa  of 

competence? 

Oh,  I  wouldn't  doubt  thai .  I 
don't  mean  that  the  feelings  are  not 
erotic,  but  I  think  It's  dead  wrong 
to  be  distinguishing  sexual  f < . 
from  all  other  feelings,  and  here's 
where  I  think  Norman  0.  Brown  was 
quite  right. 


What  do  you  think  about  having 
sex  with  adolescents? 

I  really  couldn't  Imagine 
sleeping  with  one  of  my  students,  in 
the  old  phrase.  I  don't  mean  that  I 
couldn't  imagine  getting  that  close 
to  them.  For  one  thing,  I  think  ii 
I  were  that  close  to  them  I  wouldn't 
have  any  sexual  interest.  Perhaps 
the  thing  that's  made  this  easier 
for  me,  perhaps  saved  me  from  having 
any  problems,  is  that  I've  never 
been  absurd  enough  to  suppose  that 
any  adolescent  had  any  feelings  of 
sexual  attraction  toward  me. 


SELF  -OPPRESS  ION 

"I  would  like  to  point  out  a  contradiction  in... the  idea  that  homosexu- 
ality is  associated  with  an  unusual  degree  of  self-oppression,  self-ab- 
negation.   It  seems  that  if  you  look  at  the  condition  of  the  total  society 
now  and  attribute  it  to  primarily  a  collusion  and  self-image  of  straight 
people,  then  you  really  have  to  agree  that  there  is  a  good  deal  more 
self-abnegation  in  the  straight  position  than  in  the  homosexual  posi- 
tion.   It  is  in  fact  the  people  who  constitute  the  establishment  of  the 
straight  society  who  have  done  the  most  to  deny  and  whittle  away  their 
own  sense  of  their  own  being.   They  have,  in  effect,  saved  the  leader- 
ship of  the  society  from  the  necessity  of  oppressing  them  for  the  very 
fact  that  they  were  not  and  never  would  be  part  of  a  revolutionary 
movement." 


THE    BODY   POLITIC 


...FRIEDENBERG 


What  about  love  -  you  refer  to 
adolescence  as  a  period  when  youth 
are  developing  the  first  real,  and 
often  intense,   feelings  of  love. 

Well,  I'm  not  talking  about 
love.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  you 
really  love  somebody,  and  particul- 
arity somebody  inherently  in  a  pos- 
ition less  powerful  than  yourself, 
and  to  some  extent  subject  to  you, 
and  it  is  real  love  (of  course, 
that's  a  pompous  way  of  putting  it), 
then  the  better  they  get  to  know  you, 
the  less  they  are  aware  of  you  as  a 
demanding  substrate  at  all.  I  will 
say  that  I  do  believe  that  a  good 
lover,  if  older  and  in  a  position  to 
take  advantage,  ought  to  be  exper- 
ienced by  the  person  he  loves  as  if 
he  were  clean  air,  I  mean  something 
that  you  don't  have  to  think  about. 
This  doesn't  mean,  of  course,  that 
you  wouldn't  notice  it  if  it  weren't 
there. 

That  sounds  a  bit  like  the  old 
adage,   that  the  best  method  of  con- 
traception is  IS  feet  of  fresh  air! 
It  seems  to  me  that  in  The  Vanishing 
Adolescent  you  present  an  especially 
negative  view  of  men  who  do   love 
boys.   You  seem  to  view  it  as  a  form 
of  incompleteness,   and  attempt   to 
obtain  an  identity  which  has  eluded 
them,   a  form  of  'subject  homoerot- 
icism',    indeed  a  sickness.   The  book 
has  been  reissued  in  a  new  edition, 
unchanged  from  the  many  printings  of 
the  2959  version.      Do  you  still  be- 
lieve what  you  wrote  about  homosex- 
uality then? 

Well,  I  think  I  would  agree 
with  that  part  of  it  pretty  well. 
There  are  a  lot  of  things  that  I've 
read  that  hadn't  been  written  then, 
like  Norman  0.  Brown  and  that  poly- 
morphous perverse  bit;  there  was 
Fenichel  —  that's  his  term  —  but 


endpoint  of  development) .   Yet  you 
say  that  older  men  who  are  attracted 
to  adolescents  exhibit  this   type  of 
perversion  and  should  not  let  their 
erotic  feelings,   or  those  of  the 
adolescent,   become  part  of  their  re- 
lationship. 

No,  I  certainly  didn't  say  that 
the  feelings  shouldn't  be  part  of 
the  relationship.  It's  even  worse 
than  that.  I  have  a  kind  of  feeling 
that  there  is  much  to  be  said  for 
the  colloquial  meaning  of  the  word 
fuck.  It  isn't,  as  you  know,  a  term 
of  endearment.  I  think  that  probably 
if  you  really  loved  somebody,  you 
would  also  respect  them.  What  is  or 
Is  not  disrespectful  in  a  particular 
situation  or  relationship  is  cultur- 
ally defined,  among  other  things. 
So  I  was  writing  that  in  1957.   I 
couldn't  do  something  to  somebody 
that  I  loved  that  had  a  good  chance 
of  later  making  them  hate  themselves. 
That  is  not  to  say  that  society  has 
no  right  to.  treat  them  so  that  it 
has  that  effect. 


So  you  were  really  deferring  to 
what  you  accurately  pointed  out  as 
the  oppression  that  gay  people  en- 
counter? 

Of  course,  not  merely  gay 
people,  but  fat  people,  and  Jewish 
people. . . 

I  don't  know  that  what  I've 
said  is  all  that  different  for  ho- 
mosexual and  heterosexual  love. 
Think  of  the  old  European  couples 
who  have  been  through  exile  and  god 
knows  what  together,  and  now  have 
come  into  a  state  of  something  like 
elderly  comfort.  I  find  it  as  dif- 
ficult to  imagine  one  of  them  living 
without  the  other,  as  to  imagine 
them  doing  anything  particular  in 
bed.  But  I  suppose  they  do  if  the 


COMING   OUT 

"I  couldn't  help  but  think  of  all  the  times  I've  heard  here,  and  of 
course  the  times  I've  read  it  before,  the  references  that  are  made  to 
coming  out,  a  process  that  I  very  much  honour.    But  I  still  have  a 
small  voice  somewhere  in  me  which  continues  to  inquire,  Out  where?" 


that  was,   although  quite  explicit, 
in  the  Freudian  system... 

But  I'm  sure  I  didn't  say  sick. 
I  did,    though,    come  out  rather 
strongly  against  men  who  were  una- 
ware of  what   their  relationships    to 
boys  might   do    to   the  boy,    in    the 
social  climate  of   that  time,   and  to  • 
some   extent   in   this   one.    I   don't 
think   I   would   abandon   that   now,    al- 
though   I   don't   know   that    it    is   a 
polar  thing.    I  mean  you  have  to  have 
the  same   objection   to   Humbert   Hum- 
bert  in  Lolita;    I  don't  see  him  as 
a   very   nice  man! 

But  this  still  seems  to  me  to 
be  strange  for  someone  who  believes 
that  sexual  feelings  are  a  part  of 
general  feelings  and  that  an  import- 
ant part  of  adolescence  is  develop- 
ing the  ability  to   love  (another 
(which  you  often  seem  to  define  het- 
erosexually,    "as  different  as  man 
from  woman",    in  terms  of  the  proper 


spirit  moves  them!    But   that   could 
hardly  be  the  heart  of  it.    I  don't 
mean   to  be   disparaging   sex,    but 
neither   can    I   really  attach   to   it   a 
claim  to  have  felt   frustration  or 
denial  that   I  haven't   felt  in  my  own 
life. 

Do  you  mean  that  not  having  sex 
has  not  been  frustrating  in  uour 
life? 

Not  particularly,   no.    On  the 
whole   I'm  a   pretty  happy   person. 

Have  you  missed  having  sex? 

I'm  sure    I  have,    from  what  I've 
read,  but  I  can't  take  it  very  ser- 
iously. 


After  45  minutes  we  returned 
to  the  Justice  Building  to  resume 
the  panel  discussion.  Excerpts  of 
Friedenberg's  remarks  from  it  ap- 
pear above.  m 
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days,    the  awful   mystery  of   the   re- 
cords was   solved.      Experiments   had   been   order- 
ed  Involving   living   subjects   and   phosphorus: 
methods   of   treating   phosphorus   burns  were    EO 
be  developed   and   tested.      I   must   be   silent 
ubout    the   effects   of    this   series  of   experi- 
ments,  which   proceeded  with   unspeakable   pain, 
fear,  blood  and  tears:    for  It   is   Impossible  to 
put   the  misery   into  words." 

Dr.    Ncudegg's   recollections   are   confirmed 
in  many   details   by    the  memoirs   of   Rudolf   Kflss, 
adjutant   and   commander  of    the   concentration 
camps  at  Sachsenhsusen  and,    later,  Auschwltr. 
Ncudegg's   account    is   something  of  a   rarity: 
the    few  homosexuals   who  managed   to   survive   In- 
ternment  have   tended   to  hide   the   fact,    largely 
because  homosexuality   continued   to  be  a   crime 
in  post-war  Germany.      This   is   also   the   reason 
why  homosexuals   have   been  denied  any   compensa- 
tion by   the   otherwise  munificent   German  govern- 
ment.      Wo   shall   present   other   first-hand   ac- 
counts  below  after   examining  some  of   the   largei 
aspects  of   the   "final   solution"   to   the   "homo- 
sexual  question." 

First,    the   number  of  homosexuals  who  died 
in  Nail   concentration   camps   Is   unknown   and 
likely   to   remain   so.      Although  statistics   are 
available   on   the   number   of  men   brought    to   I 
on  charges  of   "lewd   and   unnatural   behavioui 

camps  without    the   bene- 


lal 


Hon 


.    many   homosexuals 


were   summarily  executed  by   firing   squads;    this 
was  particularly   the   case  with   gays    In   the  mi- 
litary— which  encompassed  nearly  every   able- 
bodied  man  during  the  final  years  of  the  war. 
Finally,   many   concentration   camps   svstematlcal- 
ly  destroyed  all  their  records  when' it  became 
apparent    that  German   defeat   was    imminent. 

Night  of  the  Long  Knives 

The  beginning  of  the  Sail  terror  against 
homosexuals  w,s  marked  by  the  murder  of  Ernst 
Rons,  on June  28.  1934:  "the  Night  of  the  Long 
Knives.  RtJhm  was  the  man  who.  In  1919.  first 
made  Hitler  aware  of  his  own  political  poten- 
tial, and  the  two  were  close  friends  fur  fif- 
teen years.      During  that   time.   RBhm   rose   to  SA 

Stsff,   transforming  the  Brovnshtrt 
■tUtU   from  a  handful   of  hardened   goons   and 
embittered  ex-sold lers   into  an   effective   fight- 
ing  fore*  500.000  strong— the   instrument   of 
Sail  terror.     Hitler  needed  RoWs  military 
skill   and   could   rely  on  his   personal    loyalty, 
but   he  ww   ultimately  a  pragmatlat.      A*   part 
of   a  compromise  with   the  Eelchswehr   {regular 
army)    leadership,   whose   support   ha  needed   to 
become   FUhr.r,    Hitler  allowed  Coring  and  Hlmm- 
ler  to  murder   ftonm  along  with  dozens   of   RoWs 
loyal   officers. 

For  public   relations  purpose*,   and   e.pe- 
ciall,  to  ew.li  th«  outrage  uu  throughout   the 
ramka  o(    the   M,   Hitler  Justified  hi.   blatant 
power   play  by  pointing  to  RbW.   homosexuality. 
Hitler,   of   course,   had  known  of   PJJhm's   homo- 
sexuality  sinc,   mo,    „,,,   lt   hmeMtt 
knowl.dg.   in    l.;i.   ^n  Wh,  jppMr,d    ,B  eourt 
to   charge   ,  hustler  with   theft.      All    this  while 
the  -tail   Part,  had  a  virulently   amti-».y   poll- 
cy.   and  man*   Xeti.  protested   that   Rfhm  ws* 


discrediting   the   entire   Party   and   should   be 
purged.     Hitler,  however,  was  quite  willing  to 
cover    up    for   him   for   years — until   he   stood   in 
the  way  of  larger  plans. 

Hitler  on  Homosex 

The  Hail  Party  came  to  power  In  1933,  and 
a  year  later  Rcfhm  was  dead.   While  Rohm  and 
his  men  were  being  rounded  up  for  the  massacre 
(offered  a  gun  and  the  opportunity  to  shoot 
himself,  Rdhm  retorted  angrily:  "Let  Hitler 
do  his  own  dirty  work"),  the  new  Chief  of  Staff 
received  his  first  order  from  the  FUhrer:   "1 
expect  all  SA  leaders  to  help  preserve  .ind 
strengthen  the  SA  In  its  capacity  as  a  pure 
and  cleanly  Institution.   In  particular,  1 
should  like  every  mother  to  be  able  to  allow 
her  son  to  join  the  SA.  Party,  and  Hitler  Youth 
without  fear  that  he  may  become  morally  corrup- 
ted in  their  ranks.   I  therefore  request  all 
SA  commanders  to  take  the  utmost  pains  to  en- 
sure that  offenses  under  Paragraph  175  are  met 
by  immedlote  expulsion  of  the  culprit  from  the 
SA  and  the  Party." 

Hitler  had  good  reason  to  be  concerned 
about  the  reputation  of  Nail  organizations, 
most  of  which  were  based  on  strict  segregation 
of  the  sexes.   Hitler  Youth,  for  example,  was 
disparagingly  referred  to  as  Homo  Youth 
throughout  the  Third  Reich,  a  characterization 
which  the  Nail  leadership  vainly  struggled  to 
eliminate.   Indeed,  most  of  the  handful  of 
publications  on  homosexuality  which  appeared 
during  the  fascist  regime  were  devoted  to  new 
and  rather  bizarre  methods  of  "detection"  and 
"prevention." 

Rudolf  Diels,  the  founder  of  the  Gestapo, 
recorded  some  of  Hitler's  personal  thoughts  on 
the  subject;  "He  lectured  me  on  the  role  of  ho- 
mosexuality in  history  and  politics.   It  had 
destroyed  ancient  Greece,  he  said,  Once  rife, 
it  extended  Its  contagious  effects  like  an  in- 
eluctable law  of  nature  to  the  beat  and  most 
manly  of  characters,  eliminating  from  the  re- 
productive process  precisely  those  men  on  whose 
offspring  a  nation  depended.   The  immediate 
result  of  the  vice  was,  however,  that  unnatural 
passion  swiftly  became  dominant  in  public  af- 
fairs if  it  were  allowed  to  spread  unchecked." 


Fate  Sealed  with  a  Kiss 


The   tone   had  been   set   by   the   Rdhm  Putsch, 
and  on  Its  first  anniversary — June  28.   1935— 
the  campaign   against   homosexuality  was   esca- 
lated  by   the   Introduction  of   the   "Law   for   the 
Protection  of  Cerman   Blood   and   German   Bon 
This   law.    the   first    revision  of   Paragraph   175 
In   its   slxty-flve-yeaT   history,   brought   a 
sweeping  extension  of   legal   criteria   for   "lewd 
and   unnatural   behaviour."      Until    1935,    the   only 
punishable  offense   had   been   ana)    intercourse; 
underpin   new  Paragraph   175a,    ten   possible 

acts"  wars  punishable.  Including  a  kiss,  an 
embrace,  sven  homosexual  fantasies!  On*  sun, 
lor  Instance,  was  successfully  prosecuted  on 
the  grounds   that   he  had  observed  a   couple  mmk- 


Under  the  Nazi  legal  system,  criminal  acts 
were  less  Important  in  determining  guilt  thsn 
criminal  Intent.  The  'phenomeno logical'  theory 
of  Justice  claimed  to  evaluate  a  person's  char- 
nier  rather  than  his  deeds.  The  "healthy  sen- 
sibility  of   the   people"    (geewiJrt!    Vdkti 

i   was   elevated   to   the   highest   normative 
legal   concept,   and   the   Nazis   were   thus    in   a 
position  to  prosecute   an   individual    soli 
the  grounds   of  his   sexual   orientation,       (After 
World  War   II,    incidentally,    this    law  was    Imme- 
diately  stricken   from   the   books   in   East   Germjny 
js    a   product   of    fascist    thinking,   while    it    re- 
mained  on   the   books   in  West  Germany.) 

Once  Paragraph  175a  was   in  effect,    the 
annual   number  of   convictions   on   charges   of  ho- 
mosexuality   leaped    to   about    tun    times    the  num- 
ber  in   the   pre-Nazl   period.      The   law  was   so 
loosely   formulated   that    it   could   be — and  was — 
applied   against   heterosexuals   whom   the   N.uls 
w.inted   to   eliminate.      The  most    notorious   exam- 
ple  of   an   individual   convicted   on   trumped-up 
charges   was   General   Werner   von   Frltsch,   Army 
Chief   of    Staff;    and   the   law  was   also  used   re- 
peatedly  against   members   of.    the   Catholic   clergy. 
But    the    law  was   undoubtedly   used   primarily 
against   gay   people,    and   the   court   system  was 
aided  in  the  witchhunt  by  the  entire  German 
populace,   which  was   encouraged    to  scrutinise 
the   behaviour   of   neighbours   and   to   denounce 
suspects    to   the   Gestapo.      The   number   of  men 
convicted  of   homosexuality  during   the   NskI 
period  totalled  around  50,000: 

1933:    835  1938:    8115 

1934:   948  1939:    7614 

1935:    ca.    3700  1940:    3773 

1936:    5321  1941:    373S 

1937:    8721  1942:    2678 

1943:    996    (1st  quarter) 
1944-45:    T 
The  Gestapo  was   the  agent  of   the  next  es- 
calation of   the   campaign   against   homosexuality. 
Ex-chlcken    farmer   Helnrlch   Hlmmler.   Relcha- 
fUhrer   SS   and   head  of    the  Gestapo,    richly   de- 
serves a  reputation  as   the  most    fanatically 
homophobic   member   of   the   Nazi    leadership.      In 
1936,    he   gave   a   speech   on   the   subject   of   homo- 
sexuality  and   described    the  murder   of   Ernst 
RHhm    (which  he   had   engineered)    in   these    terms: 
"Two  years   ago,.. when   lt   became   necessary,   we 
did   not   scruple   to   strike   this   plague  with 
death,    even  within   our  own   ranks."      Hlmmler 
closed   with    these  words:    "Just   as  we    today 
have  gone   back   to   the   ancient   Germanic   view 
on   the   question  of   marriage  mixing   different 
races,   ao   too   in  our   Judgment  of   homosexual- 
ity— a   symptom  of   degeneracy   which   could   de- 
stroy  our    race— we   must   return   to    the   guiding 
Nordic  principle:    extermination  of  degenerates." 


The  Guiding   Nordic    Principle 


polio 


r  months   earlier,    Hiramler   had   prepared 
i   by   reorganizing   the   entire   state 
;o   three   divisions.      The   political 
executive.    Division   II,    was   directly   responsible 
for  the  control  of  "Illegal  parties  and  organi- 
zations,   leagues   and   economic   groups,    reaction- 
aries  and    the   Church,    freemasonrv,   and   homo- 
sexuality." 

Hlmmler  personally  favoured  the  Immediate 
"extermination  of  degenerates",  but  he  was  em- 
powered to  order  the  summary  execution  only  of 
homosexuals  discovered  within  his  own  bureau- 
cratic domain.  Civilian  offenders  were  merely 
required  to  serve  out  their  prison  sentences 
(although  second  offenders  were  subject  to 
castration). 

In  1936,  Hlmmler  found  a  way  around  this 
obstacle.      Following  release  from  prison,   all 
"enemies   of    the   state"— Including   homosexuals- 
were   to   be   taken   into   protective   custody   and 
detained  Indefinitely.      "Protective  custody" 
(Schutzhaft)   was   a   euphemism   for   concentration 
camp   Internment.      Hlmmler  gave   special  orders 
that   homosexuals   be   placed    in   Level    3  camps — 
the  human   death  mills   described   by   Neudegg, 
These   camps  were   reserved   for   Jews   and   homo- 
sexuals. 

The  official  SS  newspaper.  Das  Schvarxe 
innounced  In  1937  that   there  were  two 
million  Cerman  homosexuals   and   called    fur   their 
death.      The  extent   to  which   Hlmmler   succeeded 
In  this  undertaking  Is  unknown,   but    the  numher 
of  homosexuals  sent  to  camps  was  f«r  In  excess 
of   the   50,000  who   served  jail    sentences.      The 
Gestapo  dispatched   thousands   to   camps  without 
a   trial.      Moreover,    "protective   custody"  was 
enforced    retroactively,    so   that    any   gay   who 
had   ever   erne    to   the   attention   of   the  police 
prior   to   the  Third   Reich  waa   subject   to    Ins. 
dUts   arrest.       (The   Berlin   police   alone   had   an 
index  of  more   than   20.OO0  homosexuals   prior    to 
the  Kail    takeover.)      And   starting   in   1939,   gay. 
from  Naii-occuplad   countries  wars  also    Interned 


frost  other  prisoners  by  a  pink,  triangle  (shown 
.dull  -i"  °°  P««  I).  «""  on  the  left  slde 
of  the  Jacket  and  on  the  right  pant  leg.  There 
m  no  possibility  of  'passing'  for  straight, 
and  the  presence  of  'narked  men"  in  the  all- 
salc  csap  population  evoked  the  sane  reaction 
aB  m  contemporary  prisons:  gays  were  brutally 
assaulted  and  sexually  abused. 

The    Men    with  the  Pink  Triangles 

"During  the  first  weeks  of  ay  imprison- 
ment," wrote  one  survivor,  "I  often  thought  I 
was  the  only  available  target  on  whom  everyone 
was  free  to  vent  his  aggressions.   Things  im- 
proved when  1  was  assigned  to  a  labour  detail 
that  worked  outside  the  camp  at  Met*,  because 
everything  took  place  in  public  view.   I  was 
made  clerk  of  the  labour  detail,  which  meant 
that  I  worked  all  day  and  then  looked  after  the 
records  at  the  guardhouse  between  midnight  and 
two  a.m.   Because  of  this  'overtime"  I  was 
allowed  seconds  at  lunch— if  any  food  was  left 
over.   This  Is  the  fact  to  which  I  probably 
owe  my  survival....   I  saw  quite  a  number  of 
pink  triangles.   I  don't  know  how  they  were 

eventually  killed One  day  they  were  simply 

gone." 

Concentration  camp  internment  served  a 
twofold  purpose:  the  labour  power  of  prisoners 
boosted  the  national  economy  significantly, 
and  undesirables  could  be  efficiently  liquida- 
ted by  the  simple  expedient  of  reducing  their 
food  rations  to  slightly  below  subsistence 
level.   One  survivor  tells  of  witnessing  "Pro- 
ject Pink"  in  his  camp:  "The  homosexuals  were 
grouped  into  liquidation  commandos  and  placed 
under  triple  camp  discipline.   That  meant  less 
food,  more  work,  stricter  supervision.  If  a 
prisoner  with  a  pink  triangle  became  sick,  it 
spelled  his  doom.   Admission  to  the  clinic  was 
forbidden." 

This  was  the  practice  in  the  concentration 
camps  at  Snchsenhausen,  Natzweiler,  Fllhlsbtlt tel, 
Neusustrum,  Sonnenburg,  Dachau,  Llchtenburg, 
Mauthausen,  Ravensbrllck,  Neuengamme ,  Gross- 
rosen — Level  3  camps.   In  the  final  months  of 
the  war,  the  men  with  pinks  triangles  received 
brief  military  training.   They  were  to  be  sent 
out  as  cannon-fodder  In  the  last-ditch  defense 
of  the  fatherland. 

But  the  death  of  other  pink  triangles  came 
much  morn  swiftly.   A  survivor  gives  this  ac- 
count: "He  was  a   young  and  healthy  man.   The 
first  evening  roll  call  after  he  was  added  to 
our  penal  company  was  his  last.   When  he  arriv- 
ed, he  was  seised  and  ridiculed,  then  beaten 
and  kicked,  and  finally  spat  upon.   He  suffered 
alone  and  in  silence.   Then  they  put  him  under 
n   cold  shower.   It  was  a  frosty  winter  evening, 
;ind  he  stood  outside  the  barracks  all  through 
that  long,  bitterly  cold  night.   When  morning 
tame,  his  breathing  had  become  an  audible 
rattle.   Bronchial  pneumonia  was  later  given 
as  the  cause  of  his  death.   But  before  things 
had  come  to  that,  he  was  again  beaten  and 
kicked.   Then  he  was  tied  to  a   post  and  placed 
under  an  arc  lamp  until  he  began  to  sweat, 
again  put  under  a  cold  shower,  and  so  on.   He 
died  toward  evening." 

Another  survivor:  "One  should  not  forget 
that  these  men  were  honourable  citizens,  very 
often  highly  intelligent,  and  some  had  once 
held  high  positions  in  civil  and  social  life. 
During  his  seven-year  imprisonment,  this 
writer  became  acquainted  with  a  Prussian  prince, 
famous  athletes,  professors,  teachers,  engi- 
neers, artisans,  trade  workirs,  and,  of  course, 
hustlers.   Sot  all  of  then  were  what  one  might 
tern  'respectable'  people,  to  be  sure,  but  the 
majority  of  them  were  helpless  and  completely 
lost  in  the  world  of  the  concentration  camps. 
They  lived  in  total  isolation  in  whatever 
little  bit  of  freedom  they  could  find.   1  wit- 
nessed the  tragedy  of  a  highly  cultured  at- 
tachS  of  a  foreign  embassy,  who  simply  couldn't 
grasp  the  reality  of  the  tragedies  taking  place 
all  around  hla.   Finally,  in  a  state  of  deep 
desperation  and  hopelessness,  he  simply  fell 
over  dead  for  no  apparent  reason.   I  saw  a 
rather  effeminate  young  man  who  was  repeated- 
ly forced  to  dance  In  front  of  SS  men,  who 
would  then  put  him  on  the  rack — chained  hand 
and  foot  to  a  crossbeam  in  the  guardhouse  bar- 
racks— and  beat  him  In  the  most  awful  way.— 

■i  iv  I  find  It  inpoBEible  to  think  back 
on  all  ay  comrades,  all  the  barbarities,  all 
the  tortures,  without  falling  Into  the  deep- 
cut  depression.   I  hope  you  will  understand." 
The  ruthlessne^  ulolnated 

In  actions  so  perversely  vindictive  as  to  be 
almost  incomprehensible.  Six  youths  arrested 
(or  stealing  coal  at  a  railroad  station  were 
taken  into  protective  custody  and  July  placed 
In  a  concentration  camp.  Shocktd  that  l 
Innocent  boys  were  forced  to  sleep  In  a  bar- 
rack* also  occupied  by  pint  tr>.. 
guard*  chose  what  [.>  them  must  have  seemed 


aside  and  gave  them  fatal  injections  of  mor- 
phine.  Morality  was  saved. 

The  self-righteousness  that  prompted 
this  type  of  action  cuts  through  the  entire 
ideology  glorifying  racial  purity  and  extermi- 
nation of  degenerates  to  reveal  stark  fear  of 
homosexuality.   Something  of  this  fear  is 
echoed  in  the  statement  by  Hitler  cited 
above,  which  Is  quite  different  in  tone 
from  the  propagandists  cant  of  Himmler's 
exhortations.   Himmler  saw  homosexuals  as 
congenital  cowards  and  weaklings.   Probably 
as  a  result  of  his  friendship  with  Rubra, 
Hitler  could  at  least  imagine  "the  best  and 
most  manly  of  characters"  being  homosexual. 

Hitler  ordered  all  the  gay  bars  in  Berlin 
closed  as  soon  as  he  came  to  power.   But  when 
the  Olympics  were  held  in  that  city  in  1936, 
he  temporarily  rescinded  the  order  and  allow- 
ed several  bars  to  reopen:  foreign  guests 
were  not  to  receive  the  impression  that  Berlin 

Despite,  and  perhaps  because  of,  their  re- 
lentless emphasis  upon  strength,  purity,  clean- 
liness, and  masculinity,  the  all-male  Nazi 
groups  surely  contained  a  strong  element  of 
deeply  repressed  homoeroticism.  The  degree 
of  repression  was  evidenced  by  the  Nazi  re- 
action to  those  who  were  openly  gay.   In  the 
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i  whose  head  the  inchoate  guilt  of  the 
entire  community  was  placed.   Homosexuals 
served  precisely  this  function  in  the  Third 
Reich. 

The  ideological  rationale  for  the  mass 
murder  of  homosexuals  during  the  Third  Reich 
was  quite  another  matter.   According  to  the 
doctrine  of  Social  Darwinism,  only  the  fittest 
are  meant  to  survive,  and  the  law  of  the  jungle 
is  the  final  arbiter  of  human  history.   If 
the  Germans  were  destined  to  become  the  master 
race  by  virtue  of  their  inherent  biological 
superiority,  the  breeding  stock  could  only  be 
improved  by  the  removal  of  degenerates.   Re- 
tarded, deformed,  and  homosexual  individuals 
could  be  eliminated  with  the  dispassionate  con- 
scientiousness of  a  gardener  pulling  weeds. 
(Indeed,  it  is  the  very  vehemence  and  passion 
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with  which  homosexuals  were  persecuted  that 
compels  us  to  look  beyond  the  pseudo-scienti- 
fic rationale  for  a  deeper,  psychological 
dynamic.) 

The   Conservative    Revolution 

The   institutionalized  homophobia   of    the 
Third  Reich  must  also  be  seen  in  terms  of  the 
sexual  revolution  that  had  taken  place  in  Cer- 
many   during   the  preceding  decades.      The  German 
gay   movement   had   existed    for    thirty-six  years 
before   it    (and   all   other   progressive   forces) 
was   smashed.      The   Nazis   carried   out   a    'conser- 
vative  revolution'   which   restored   law  and   order 
together  with  nineteenth-century   sexism.      A 
system  of   ranking  women  according   to   the   number 
of   their  offspring  was  devised  by  Minister  of 
the    Interior  Hilhelm   Frick,   who   demanded    that 
homosexuals   "be   hunted   down  mercilessly,    for 
their   vice   can  only   lead    to   the   demise  of   the 
German   people." 

Ironically,    the   biologistic  arguments 
against   gay   people   could   be  supported  by   the 
theories   advanced  by   the   early   gay   movement    it- 
self.     Magnus   Hirschfeld   and    the  members   of    the 
Scientific-Humanitarian   Committee   had  made   "the 
Third   Sex"  a  household   term   In   Germany;    but    the 
rigidly  heterosexual  society   of    the   Third   Reich 
had   no   patience  with   "intersexual   variants"   and 
turned   a   deaf   ear   to  pleas   for   tolerance.      The 
prominent   Nazi   jurist   Dr.    Rudolf   Klare  wrote: 
"Since   the  Masonic   notion   of   humanitarian ism 
arose  from  the  ecclesiastical/Christian  feeling 
of   charity,    it   is   sharply   opposed   to   our   Nation- 
al  Socialist   worldview  and    Is   eliminated  a  pri- 
ori  as   a   Justification   for  not   penalizing  homo- 
sexuality." 


Since  the  collapse  of  the  Third  Reich,  the 
gay  mov&nent  has  -re-emerged  in  Germany.  With  a 
unique  history  of  early  movement  successes  and 
recent  horrors.  The  second  uave  of  German  gay 
liberation  has  drawn  conclusions  and  settled  on 
strategies  that  differ  considerably  from  those 
of  other  national  movements.  This  is  the  sub- 
ject of  the  next  article  in  this  t 
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Irish  youth.  21,  versatile,  5'6"  would 
like  to  correspond  with  other  guys 
sane  age.  Replies  to  all  letters  & 
snaps.  John  P.  c/o  139  Seaton  St. 
Toronto. 

Teenage  (16  to  18)  bodybuilders  want- 
ed as  models  by  artist  for  anatomy  art. 
Experience  not  necessary.  Will  teach 
modeling  basics.  Send  photo  &  phone 
number  to  "Ron-Art"  c/o  139  Seaton  St. 
Interested  in  male  companionship  with 
older  males.  I'm  an  inmate  in  London 
Ohio  Correctional  Institute.  I'm  5*11" 
170  lbs,  good  looking.  Would  like  to 
hear  from  sincere  men  honest  and  lone- 
ly like  myself.  Charles  Johnson,  136- 
559  London  Ohio  43140  USA 
Northener,  24,  seeks  rustic  gay  guy 
to  share  isolated  primitive  pastoral 
farm  in  northwestern  Ontario.  Contact 
Doug  at  Box  421  Fort.  Frances,  Ontario 
Quiet  home-loving  gay  guy,  43,  6'1", 
179  lbs  would  like  to  meet  gay  guy 
for  mutual  pleasant  friendship.  Please 
call  489-2797  6-9  evenings. 
European  male  27  (5'10"  145  lbs)speak- 
ing  also  French  and  Italian  would  like 
to  meet  another  masculine  guy  under  30 
whose  interests  are  above  bars,  one- 
night  stands  and  gay  scene.  Enjoys 
cinema,  music,  travel,  nature. . .Please 
write  to  Box  1120,  550  Jarvis  Toronto 

CANADA'S  NEWEST  GAY  NEWSPAPER! 
Subscribe  to  GAY  TIDE  c/o  Box46572, 
Station  G,  Vancouver  8,  BC,  $l/6nos. 

FREE  PHOTO  AND  BROCHURES! 
Nude  male  beauty  in  quality  items: 
books,  photos,  films,  slides;  from 
popular  sources.   Indicate  over  18. 
Write  Ramon  Dept.  BPJ1,  Box  511,  Art- 
esia,  California  90701  USA. 

H.C.C.  MONTREAL 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  is  meet- 
ing on  Sundays.  For  information  call 
(514)  489-7845  or  write  MCC  Mtl,  Box 
610,  Sta.  NDG  Montreal,  PQ  H4A  3R1. 
Remember  God  loves  you. 

GAIS  DE  MONTREAL 
L'eglise  coiranunitaire  metropoli- 
taine  se  reunit  le  dimanche.  Pour 
renseignements  tel .  (S14)  489-7845 
mer.  ou  ven.  soir  ou  ecrivez  ECM- 
Mtl  a  CP  610,  Sta.  NDG,  Montreal, 
PQ  H4A  3R1. 
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We  welcome  your  Classified 


usiness  and  personal  ads.  Please  include 
payment  with  the  ad.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  or  refuse  anv  ad. 
If  you  live  in  Toronto,  and  would  like  replies  sent  to  The  Body  Pol- 
itic where  vou  can  pick  them  up  later,  then  you  may  use  the  paper  s 
address.  If '  you  wish  us  to  forward  mail  to  you,  then  we  ask  that  vou 
send  us  an  extra  $1.00  over  and  ahove  the  cost  of  your  ad. 
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Young  man  29  years  5*  9"  140  lbs. 
good  body,  straight  app.,  good  1kg. 
would  like  to  meet  guys  for  friend- 
ship, fun.  Prefer  small  fellows  but 
would  like  to  hear  from  all.  After 
6  weekdays,  all  day  Sat.  &  Sun. 
531-6207. 

WANTED 

Sincere  male  27  5' 8"  140  lbs.  look- 
ing for  room  mate  who  is  stable  & 
mature  for  modern  1  bedroom  apt. 
Perm  scene.  One  only.  Paul  962-6987 

Somewhere  in  Toronto  must  be  a  guy 
I  can  love  and  grow  with.  I'm  white 
38,  6',  150,  slim,  smooth,  intell- 
ectual, sensuous,  butch  but  versa- 
tile. Seek  slim  smooth  mate  to  share 
interest  in  books  films  plays  gar- 
den travel.  Age  25-38.  Box  945  Sta. 
"K"  Toronto 

Young  man  to  share  furnished  apt. 
Evenings.  636-7591. 

Unorthodox  artist  seeking  sincere 
relationship  male  22  5*9"  must  have 
sense  of  humour  and  be  creative. 
D.  Tonkin  c/o  139  Seaton  St.  Toronto 

Photographer  requires  male  physique 
models.  Please  enclose  a  recent  pho- 
to and  phone  no.  Contact:  Mr.  D. 
Lees  P.O.  Box  43  Etobicoke  Ont. 


GAY  CONTACT  CLUB 

For  free  personality  questionnaire 
write  to  International  Stearabather 
&  Bodybuilder  Assn.,  P.O.  Box  142, 
Station  Q,  Toronto  M4T  2L9.  We  get 
like  guys  together,  no  mismatches, 
all  ages  welcome.  Your  identity  is 
disclosed  only  if  you  accept  other 
members  from  information,  photo  we 
send  first.  Full  members  get  bonus 
gay  world  travelbook.  Special  rate 
for  students  under  25,  free  if  you 
are  just  21.  Join  I.S.B.A.  today  ! 


Bet.  D3A0  :  Elderly  but  good -look  I  ruj,  V6",  145 
lb,  ouch  ult,  &.  psanlvo  nt-elc  0t  oetlv*  frl-rvl 
to  60  yra.     Gpnn  as   rs£Brts  physique.        TOH3NTO 

H«f.   FTOA   :  57,  5*11" ■   1«>  1*>.   "oefc  Ck  neti™  * 

and  like  Mmrii,  socio  sports.  SorUura  b.C. 

id   to  *2.      BBTB0XS 
170  lb,    Uks   fondllne,   u 


Ref.  LSFA  :  28,  5'T.  15B  Jo,  VBTMtUf  F 
I  bp-k  Icf^-i^  frl-ndsnlp  siXfi  cjicvUln 
te  J2,  no  Cots.      I've  ereot  endownent.      T 

Ref.  CF7A  :  J8,  S'9*.  135  lb,  fully  vers 
I  seek  caacullnt  s*y  to  <5  yr»,  halpliu  r 
froo  Prairies  to  hrisnter  plooi.      REOITiA 


Dulferin  &  Dupont 


Away  from  downtown.  Come 
in  and  meet  Busty  and  Miss 
Nude,  former  dancers,  and 
Ivan  Body  Builder. 

Body  rubs  by  sensuous  male 
or  female  attendants. 

Topless  or  nude  -  special 
rates  for  couples. 


Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Toronto 


Worship  Services 

Sundays   at   8   p.m. 
Holy   Trinity   Church 
10  Trinity  Square 


Trinity   Square 

Toronto 

364-9799 


Teaching  God's  Love  for  You 


EVERY  OTHER  WEEK 

...The  Advocate,  Newspaper  of  North  America's  Gay 

Community,  brings  you- 

*News  from  the  U.S.,  Canada  and  around  the  world 
*Lively  opinions  from  all  points  of  gay  thinking 
*Movies,  plays,  TV,  books  reviewed  from  the  gay  view 
*More  classified  ads  than  all  other  gay  publications 
combined 

IF  NOT  AVAILABLE  AT  YOUR  NEWS  DEALER,  USE  THIS  COUPON 

TO  SUBSCRIBE. 
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THE  ADVOCATE.  Box  74695,  Los  Angeles.  CA  90004 
Enclosed:    D  $15    for   52    issues     D  $9      for   26    issues 
D  $5      for   13   issues      D  SI   sampler    (3  re- 
cent   issues) 
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Canadian  or  U.S.  funds. 


British  Columbia 

Vancouver 
Cay  Alliance  Toward   Equality 
P.O.    Box  6572,    Station  G 
Vancouver  8 
681-4768 

Cay  People  of  I'. B.C. 
Box  9,    Student   Union  Building 
1'nlverelty  of    British  Columbia 
736-5319 

Cay  People  Together 
A  social  drop-In 
Saturday:68l-8413 

Lesbian  Drop-In 
804  Richards 
Monday  8PM 
684-0523 

Cay    Info.   &  Referral  Centre 
752   East   17th  Ave. 
Vancouver   10 


Alberta 


Edmonton 

Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality 
P.O.  Box  1852 
Edmonton  T5J  2P2 

Saskatchewan 

Rtgtna 

ity  of  Saskatchewan 
Homophile  Association 
c/o  Student's  Union  Building 
U.  of  Saskatchewan-Reglna  Campus 

Saskatoon 

Saskatoon  Gay  Action 
P.O.  Box  1662 
Sakatoon 

Community  Centre: 124A-2nd  Ave  N. 
Drop-In-7:30-10PM  Wed. 
652-0972 

Lesbian  Feminists 
244-0681 


Manitoba 

Winnipeg 

Cays  for  Equality 
Box  27  U.S.H.U. 
University  of  Manitoba 
474-8216 


Ontario 


Cay  Liberation  Hovenene 
P.O.    1o«   44   Station   B 
«"lito«  LSI.  7T5 
Heetlnge:alternate  Tuts.   8PII 
Senior  Science  Building 
*a.272A,.'lc:iaeter  University 
529-t738  544-0635 


Tfce  Uomen'a  Centre 
»*  Hertla»r  St. 
52»-45a3 
Leablane  Meeting 


community  page 


K  ilcheWwr— Waterloo 


Waterloo  Universities  Gay  Liberation 

Movement 
c/o  Federation  of  Students 
University  of  Waterloo 
Off ice:Roon   217C-Campus   Centre 
Heetings:Hon  8PM,    Rm.    113,    Campus 
Centre— 885-1211   ext .    2372 

Kitchener-Waterloo  Women's  Caucus 

25    Dupont    St.    W. 
Kitchener 

Kingston 

Kingston   Community   Homophile   Organization 
165  University  St.    Kingston 
Contact  Terry  Watson  9-10PM  547-2893  or 
leave  message  at   547-6921 


AN  IK 

P.O.    Box  841, Station  K 
Toronto  M4P  2A2 
465-9243 

Meetings:Mon  8PM  Holy 
Trinity  Church 

Cay  Alliance  Toward    Equality (GATE) 
8   Bos we 11  Ave 
Toronto  M5R  1M4 
961-6496 

Meetings:    Wed  8PM  Graduate  Students 
Union  19  Bancroft (2nd.    floor) 

Community   Homophile  Association  of  Toronto 
223  Church  St. (3rd.    fl.) 
862-1544(24hr.    emergency  service) 
Social  Centre:    201  Church  St.    862-1169 
Tues-Ceneral  Meeting     8PM 

The  Women's  Place 
31  Dupont   St. 
929-3185 
Lesbian  drop-in  Fri  8PM 

Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Trinity  Square  Toronto 
Services: Sun  8PM 
Holy  Trinity  Church 
364-9799 

York  University  Homophile  Association 
215  Ross  Humanities  Building 

Windsor 

Gay  Unity-Windsor 
P.O.  Box  2  Sandwich  P.O. 
Meetings:  University  Centre 
Rooms  7  &  8  Wed.  8PM. 


University  of  Western  Ontario 
Homophile  Association 

U.C.C.  #203C 

U.  of  Western  Ontario 

London  H6A  3K7 

679-6441 

Meetings:    Hon   8PM 


STOP  THE  PRESS!   GATE   (Vancouver) 
switchboard  733-9616,    7:30-11:30  pa 
7nights/week.   Tuesdays:    rap  night, 
Thursdays:    drop-ins    7:30-11:30  pa, 
Sundays:    general   meetings    8   pa      at 
1982  W.    6th  Ave.    3rd    floor. 


Ottawa 

Gays  of/d'Ottawa 
P.O.    Box  2919,    Station  D 
Ottawa  KIP  5W9 
Meetings:    alternate  Tues. 
at  Pestalozzi   College, 160  Chapel 
Room  2001  8PM 
GO-Centre  drop-in  rm.    6Q1 
Pestalozzi   7-10PM  Mon  &  Fri 
2-7PM  Sat.    238-1717 

Ottawa  Women's  Centre 
136  Lewis   St. (rear) 
233-2560 

GtMlph 

University  of  Guelph 
Homophile  Association 

c/o  P.O.  Box  170343 

Lennox  A  Hall 

University  of  Guelph 

Guelph  NIG  2W1 

Meetings:  Wed  8PM 

9th  floor  lounge 

Arts  Building 


Quebec 


IMbac 

Centre  Humanitalre  d'aide 
et  de  llbe'ration(CHAL) 

CP  596,  Haute-Ville 

Quebec  G1R  4R8 

525-4997 


Centre  d'Accuell   Homophile 

de  Montreal 

Gay  Community  Centre 

3439  rue  St.    Denis 

Montreal    130 

288-1101 

Gay-McGill 
3480  rue  McTavlsh 
Montreal   H3A  1X9 
392-8917 

Gay  Line 
843-8849 
Fri  Sat  &  Sun 
(7PM-1AM) 

Montreal  Gay  Women 
c/o  La  Place  des  Femmes 
CP.    161   suceursale  E 
3764  boul.    St.    Laurent 
les  jeudi  alternatifs 
a  20hr.30.      843-6431 

Nova  Scotia 


Gay  Alliance  for  Equalltv(G.A.E. ) 
Suite  207 

1585  Barrlngton  St. 
423-7657 (7PH-10PM)  Thurs-Sun 
Meetinga:altemate  Wed.  at  8PM 
The  Universallst  Unitarian  Church 
5500  Inglis  St. 


*•*  Oat,  or  Mmoi'i  groif,  triatrin, 
U>  b*  ttitmi  on  thw  Community  Pug, 
mtteuld  md  ttm  appropriaU  infoimu- 

lit  Smior  Jcr**t 
Tcrrottto,  Ontario 


